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Edith Clare HARDAKER née BALL #34 

Edith always saw herself as Yorkshire through and through, so it was a shock to her to discover that
her BALL ancestors came from far-away Staffordshire. She was born on 14 Dec 1908 at Highgate,
Heaton near Bradford. We have a modern photo of the house, which was somewhat 'superior' for that
time, and in a somewhat superior suburb, a little way from the heavily polluted parts of industrial
Bradford. 

She was a trained infants' teacher, a full-time mum for a time, owner-manager of a couple of draper’s
shops for a few years,  before she returned to teaching later  in life,  partly to top up her teacher's
pension. She was also a good artist who painted water colours, mainly for enjoyment, but she also
sold quite a bit of her art, earning more than just 'pin money'. 

She died on 28 January 1998, aged 89, at St James University Hospital, Leeds, from the recurrence
and spread of breast cancer which she had survived several years previously. 

G1. Parents of Edith: William BALL #78, and Annie nee SUTCLIFFE #71. 

Edith  was  the  daughter  and  only  child  of  William  BALL,  draper's  cashier,  and  Annie  née
SUTCLIFFE,  a  former  school  teacher.  The  family  initially  lived  at  185  Highgate,  Heaton,  near
Bradford, later moving to Eccleshill after William lost his job in the 1930s slump and they had to cut
back on their living standard. Edith's parents had married in 1898, he aged 26, a bachelor, a cashier of
Oak Villa, Rodley, son of Thomas BALL #77, she 28, a spinster of Heaton, Bradford, daughter of
Thomas SUTCLIFFE #69, a gardener.1 

William BALL #78, was born on 16 March 1872 at Rawdon, West Yorkshire, son of Thomas BALL
#77 and Jane née MEAKIN #76. His father, Thomas was a coachman and his mother Jane was a
domestic servant.2 Probably both worked for a German industrialist  called Herman AVERDIECK
who came to live in Knotfield House, Rawdon. 

William worked as a cashier in a draper's store in Bradford, sitting in a cabin high above the sales
floor, along with some young women whom he supervised. When a sale was made, the shop assistant
placed the money and a sales docket into a container, which was whisked up to the cabin, either on
wires or via vacuum tubes, where the assistants, under William's eagle eye, worked out the change
and placed it in the container before sending it back to the sales assistant who handed that change over
to the customer. William held this relatively well-paid job until the slump in the 1930s caused the
shop to go out of business. After that, he never had a permanent job, getting by on occasional short-
term stints of paid work. The family had to leave their somewhat up-market home in Heaton into a
cheaper 'semi' in Eccleshill. It must have been a tough time for William, whose health declined and he
eventually fell ill with a carbuncle on his neck - a kind of septic infection - which, in the days before
antibiotics, led to septicemia and his death in Bradford Royal Infirmary on 21 December 1932. He
was just 60 years old. He was buried on Christmas Eve in Nab Wood Cemetery, Shipley. 

William's widow Annie was distraught at her husband's death - so upset that she committed suicide by
drinking bleach. That caused a slow and painful death. She died on 15 January 1933, aged 62. 

G2. Grandparents of Edith: Thomas BALL #77 and Jane née MEAKIN #76 

This couple married on 10 February 1863 at Manchester St Johns, he 23, a bachelor, a groom (i.e. a
man who took care of horses),  son of John BALL #75,  she was also 23,  a spinster,  daughter of
Thomas MEAKIN #73, ‘a banksman’.3 

Aside about the MEAKIN line

Jane née MEAKIN #76 we think was the Jane aged 3 in 1841, daughter of Thomas MEAKIN #73
and Mary née BRERETON #72 at Chesterton, Wolstanton, Staffordshire.4 Other children in the

1 Marriage certificate in files.
2 Birth certificate in files
3 A  banksman  is  usually  defined  as  a  man  who  worked  in  the  mining  industry  and  was  in  charge  of  the  cages  at  the  pit  head
(www.worldthroughthelens.com, Old English Occupations). Thomas was born at Chesterton, Wolstanton, Staffordshire, a town where both
coal and iron ore were mined.
4 1841 Census piece 993, folio 30, p. 14.

http://www.worldthroughthelens.com/
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household included Pamela and Henry, names later recycled in the family, adding to confidence
that we have the right Jane. She was baptised at Wolstanton St Margaret on 13 May 1838.5 

Jane’s parents and their family appeared to have moved to Butterton, Staffordshire by 1851, when
Jane was 12, a scholar. In 1861 she evidently was a laundry maid, the lowest ranked servant in
what appears to have been a very well-staffed household of George MATHER, incumbent of St
Chad, Freehay, a widower. Freehay is a small village near Cheadle in Staffordshire.

Jane was living at Rusholme, Manchester at the time of her marriage to Thomas on 10 Feb 1863,
we suspect still a servant. The church of St Johns at Old Trafford, where they married, is about
5 km from Rusholme (a locality near Old Trafford in Manchester) where the bride and groom each
reported  they  lived  at  the  time.  Thomas  was  evidently  working  as  a  groom  for  Herman
AVERDIECK in Manchester when he married Jane. Their first child was born there, but soon after
it appears that they moved with Mr. AVERDIECK first to Bradford for a while, then to Rawdon.
The evidence for this is that Herman's son George was also born in Manchester, as revealed in the
1871 Census for Rawdon. 

There is more about the MEAKINs later in this story.

The parents of Jane MEAKIN #76 were Thomas MEAKIN #73, and Mary BRERETON #72 who
married at Wolstanton St Margaret on 4 Apr 1831, both of that parish, he a farmer, a bachelor, she
a spinster.6 Witnesses were James Brereton and Hannah Meakin. He we think, was baptised at
Grindon All Saints,  Staffordshire,  son of James and Ann MEAKIN.7 Grindon is very close to
Wolstanton and Burslem. She we think was baptised at Burslem St John on 8 Mar 1813, daughter
of Thomas and Olive/Olivia.8 We are persuaded that this is the right Mary because we found the
same parents baptising a son James at the same church, and we believe this James was Mary’s
older brother and a witness at her wedding.

Back to Thomas and Jane who were recorded in the 1881 Census at Knott Lane, Rawdon, together
with a large family:9

Not present in 1881 was son Benjamin, who was not born until 1887. By 1891 Thomas and family
were living at Knottfield Lodge, Knottfield Lane, Rawdon, presumable the house near the entry to the
‘big house’ further down the lane.

Thomas Ball died in 1900 at Rodley Lane, Calverley. He was buried at Calverley St Wilfrid on 7 Nov
1900, said to be 61. His widow Jane survived him for more than 20 years. She died at Oak Villa,
Rodley Lane, Calverley in 1923 and was buried at Calverley St Wilfrid on 27 January of that year,
said to be 80 years old.10

5 Staffordshire baptism via FindMyPast, archive reference D3534/1/8.
6 Staffordshire marriages via FindMyPast archive reference D3534/1/20, p. 284.
7 Staffordshire baptisms via FindMyPast, archive ref D924/1/2, p. 15.
8 Staffordshire baptisms via FindMyPast, archive ref D3571/1/5, p. 13.
9 Ed 8b, piece 4334, folio 37, p. 7.
10 www.calveley.info.
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G2. Family of Thomas BALL #77 and Jane née MEAKIN #76

G2.1. John Thomas BALL #310 

Baptised 4 May 1863 at Birch in Rusholme St James, son of Thomas and Jane, father a gardener of
Wesley Place, Rusholme, Manchester, where there is still a Wesley Place Methodist Church.

It is clear that John Thomas married Isabella HOGG #325 in the second quarter of 1889, registered
at Wharfedale v. 9a, p. 225. In the 1901 census they were together at 11 Rodley Fold with daughter
Gladys BALL #327, aged 5, and son Norman Greaves BALL #326, 9 months. 11 Also present was
Joseph HOGG, a boarder aged 76, providing support for the assumed marriage. In 1911 they were
at 34 Cowley Road, Rodley. He was 47, born Rusholme, Manchester, married for 22 years (which
fits with the assumed marriage in 1889), a painter working for a steam and electric crane works,
Isabella was 48, having had four children, only two still alive. She was born at Rawdon. Their
surviving children were the same pair, Gladys BALL, 15, born Horsforth, and Norman BALL, 10,
born Rodley, both attending school.12

We found Isabella and John Thomas in the 1920 Electoral Roll, both at 21 Calverley Lane. We
think he died in March 1934, aged 70, registered at North Bierley, v. 9b, p.97. That is consistent
with a record in www.calverley.info that he died a septuagenarian. We think Isabella died in 1843
at Blairsville Gardens, Rodley, and was buried at Calverley St Wilfrid on 10 April of that year,
said to be aged 81.

G2.1. Family of John Thomas BALL #310 and Isabella née HOGG #325: 

G2.1.1. Gladys BALL #327

Born at Horsforth on 23 Sept 1895, daughter of John Thomas and Isabella. She was at home
with her parents in 1901 and also in 1911, by which date she was 15 and attending school. She
became an elementary school teacher. In 1939 she was at 14 Blainsville Gardens, Bramley,
Leeds.  Living  with  her  was  her  widowed  mother  Isabella,  who  was  ‘incapacitated’.  Also
present was Elizabeth Meek, also an elementary school teacher, presumably a boarder. Gladys
died in 1942, still at the same address. She was buried at Calverley St Winifrid on 25 April,
aged 46. Clearly, she never married.

G2.1.2. Norman Greaves BALL #326

Born at Rodley on 20 June 1900, son of John Thomas and Isabella, in 1911 he was with his
parents at Rodley, aged 10, attending school. We next find him in 1918, when he had joined the
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, Tyneside, service number Z/12930. He married Violet Maud
HARDY #964,  a  spinster,  at  Wandsworth  St  Faith,  London,  on  2  August  1930,  he  39,  a
draughtsman, son of John Thomas, she 25, daughter of Richard HARDY, deceased. Her father
Richard had  been  in  the  Royal  Navy,  like  Norman.  By 1939 was in  Hampstead,  London,
married  to  Violet.  Norman  described  himself  as  an  engineer  draughtsman  (gold  mining,
chartered structural engineer). 

What happened next  is  unclear,  but  it  seems that  Violet  his  wife must  have died,  because
Norman  married  again,  in  the  second  quarter  of  1947,  to  Irene  Olive  Weir-WILLATS
CAWLEY #421.13 The 1911 Census for Salford, Lancashire, shows Irene Olive CAWLEY,
aged  1,  daughter  of  William CAWLEY,  87,  and  his  wife  Margaret,  34.  Irene  CAWLEY
married  Frederick  WEIR  WILLOTS  [sic]  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1934,  registered  at

11 Piece RG13/4186 Enumeration District 1 Folios 5 - 26,
12 Piece 26867 ED 11 Registration District 499.
13 Registered at Hampstead, London, v. 5c, p. 1963.

http://www.calverley.info/
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Hampstead, London.14 However, five years later in the 1939 Register we find her living in
Hampstead with her parents, recorded as Irene O Weir Wallats, but with Weir Wallats crossed
out and BALL substituted. Yet, as mentioned above, she was also recorded in the Register with
Norman  as  his  wife,  but  in  this  case  with  the  surname  BALL  crossed  and  WALTON
substituted, presumably a poor spelling of WALLATS. Perhaps the confusion suggests that all
was  not  well  with  the  marriage.  We  have  found  no  death  record  for  Irene  but  Edith
HARDAKER  née  BALL  kept  in  contact  with  her  cousin  Norman,  mainly,  we  think,  by
correspondence.  It  was known that in later life he had moved to live in the Isle of Wight,
Hampshire, and that he was living alone and in need of a housekeeper. This might have been in
the late 1950s or early 60s.  Somehow it  was suggested that  Edith’s long-term friend Elsie
OVEREND, a widow whose daughter was grown up, might be suitable, and this was arranged.
After some time, Norman proposed to Elsie, who considered the offer but decided not to accept.

Norman died in 1988, leaving a will, the contents of which we have not investigated15:

G2.2. Annie BALL #311 

Annie was born 16 June 1865 at ‘Old Ashfield’,  Bradford, daughter of Thomas and Jane, her
father a gardener. We do not know for sure where Old Ashfield was, but suspect either the same
as, or near to, Ashfield House, Thornton Rd, Thornton, Bradford.16 We are fairly sure that it was a
large house where Thomas was employed and that the house was probably occupied by Herman
AVERDIECK and his family. Annie remained single and is to be found in 1901 aged 34, living at
Oak Villa, Rodley with her widowed mother Jane. She died in 1939 and was buried at Calverley St
Wilfrid on 20 December, aged 73.17

G2.3. Frederick BALL #312 

He was born on 18 February 1871 at Ashfield Place, Horton, Bradford, son of Thomas and Jane
née MEAKIN.18 Frederick aged 24, a bachelor of Rawdon, son of Thomas a coachman, married
Emma DAVIS #329, 22, a spinster of Rawdon, daughter of William #378, deceased, a miner at
Rawdon St Peter on 26 April 1891. Both signed and witnesses were John Thomas BALL #310 and
Joseph BALL #313, his brothers.19 They had four children.

In the Census of 1901, two years after the birth of his fourth child, Frederick was 35 a widower, a
painter. Emma his wife and mother of the above children had died in March of that year, buried at
Calverley St Wilfrid on 30 March:

14 Registered at Hampstead, London, v. 1a, p. 1575.
15 Calendars of Probate via Ancestry.com.
16 https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1314120
17 WYAS via Ancestry.
18 Birth certificate in files.
19 Copy of certificate in the files.

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1314120
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G2.3. Children of Frederick BALL #312 and Emma née DAVIS:

G2.3.1 Elsie Mary BALL #330

She was born 5 September 1891 at Calverley Lane, Calverley, daughter of Frederick, an 
assistant grocer, and Emma née Davis. She never married and seemingly lived a spinster till 
1973. In the Calendars of Probate we find: 

G2.3.2. Reginald Davis BALL #333, aka Reginald DAVIS

He was born 16 July 1894, baptised Calverley St Wilfrid 30 Sept, son of Frederick and Emma 
of Rodley, father a grocer.20 

In later life he was known as Reginald DAVIS, adopting his mother’s maiden name. 

G2.3.3. Dorothy Emilie Gwendoline BALL #331 

She was born 17 Sep 1896, daughter of Frederick and Emma and baptised at Calverley St 
Wilfrid on 1 Aug 1897, father a grocer of Rodley. 

In 1911 both Dorothy, 14, and older sister Elsie, 19, were with their step-mother in Rodley, 
both working as menders in a woolen factory. No other children of Frederick and Emma were 
present. Dorothy died a spinster in 1963

G2.3.4. Annie Janie Christine BALL/HARGREAVES #332.

Daughter  of  Frederick  and Emma,  she  was  born  28  March  1899 at  Rodley  Fold,  Rodley,
Frederick a grocer, and baptised at Calverley St Wilfrid on 18 June 1899.21

She  was  adopted  by  a  family  called  HARGREAVES (we think  only  informally)  and  was
generally known as Christine HARGREAVES. She married and had a family. Details are on
our website but some of the people may be still alive so the information is not given here.

Frederick married his  second wife,  Polly OVEREND #336 on 20 August  1902 at  the  United
Methodist Free Church, Rodley, he 36, a widower, a house painter and she 37, a spinster, a house

20 WYAS New Reference Number: WDP17/2/5.
21 Ibid.
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keeper, daughter of Samuel OVEREND deceased.22

Polly’s brothers Ernest and Simeon OVEREND were witnesses at the wedding. The third witness,
Ada  HARDAKER,  was  Polly's  sister  Ada  OVEREND  who  had  married  Charles  William
HARDAKER on 15 December 1900 at Calverley. He was son of Fred HARDAKER and Susannah
WHITLEY and is in our database. Polly’s mother was Martha WADE.23

Disaster then struck, for Frederick died in December 1903, buried at Calverley St Wilfrid on 29
December24, leaving Polly with four step-children.

In the 1911 Census, living at 18 Yewdall Road, Rodley was a household headed by a Mrs Fred
BALL, Head, 45, a widow who was recorded as having had no children born alive. With her were
step-daughters Elsie and Dorothy BALL. We are confident that Mrs Fred Ball was Polly. Then it
seems that the widow Polly was unable (or perhaps unwilling, depending which family story you
choose to believe) to look after all four of her step-children. 

What  happened  next  is  explained  in  a  letter  from  Mrs  Joan  Evans,  daughter  of  Annie  Jane
Christine, evidently known as Christine:

I can remember mother telling me about her [Christine] and Reg [Reginald Davis] coming to Walsop
Vale [near Mansfield]. She was about 4 years. Reg was a little older, and stayed with someone called
DAVIES. [Presumably a relative of his mother Emma DAVIS.] I never knew whether he was adopted,
he always kept the name DAVIES. 

Mother was brought up by Mr and Mrs HARGEAVES and she always went by that name. When she got
married the banns had to be called twice, the second time in her real name BALL. [End of extract.]

Polly BALL née OVEREND was buried at Calverley St Wilfrid on 7th April 1934.

G2.4. Joseph BALL #313 

Son of  Thomas and Jane,  he  was born on 1 Apr  1868 at  Ashfield,  Bradford and baptised at
Bradford St Andrew on 17 May of that year: 

.

In 1881 he was with his parents at Knott Lane, Rawdon, a scholar aged 13. In 1891 he was living
with his older sister Ann, 25, at 180 Town Street, Rodley, aged 23, single, a draper born Bradford.
Also present were his sister Jane, 20 and his brother George, 15.

22 WYAS Non-conformist records, Stanningley, Upper Armley, West Ardsley; LNC21
23 Gillian Overend, pers. comm.
24 ECH’s transcription of the register.
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We think he died at Rodley in June 1895, aged 27, buried at Calverley St Wilfrid on 29th of that
month.25 There is no evidence that he was ever married.

G2.5. Jane Pamela BALL #314 

Born at Rawdon on 7 May 1870 and ‘received into the church’ at Rawdon St Peter on 5 May 1887
(aged 17), daughter of Thomas and Jane of Knott Lane, father a coachman. Elizabeth BALL #322,
below, was also ‘received’ on this date. It is our understanding that ‘received into the church’ is a
term used when a child (or in this case a teenager) is baptised some considerable time after they
were born. In this case, Jane was originally baptised in a Methodist chapel at Rawdon on 30 June
187026 and evidently someone, perhaps Jane herself, decided that she needed to be baptised in the
established church.

27

She never married and died on Christmas Day 1943 at Rodley, a spinster, leaving a will, leaving
her assets to her sister, Elizabeth.:

G2.6. William BALL #78 

Father of Edith Ball, see above.

G2.7. Samuel BALL #319

Born at Rawdon in 1874, we have no exact birthdate or baptism for him. We have not been able to
find a record of his baptism but suspect that his birth was registered at the Wharfedale office in the
second quarter of 1874, v. 9a, p. 136. In 1881 he was with his parents, aged 6. In 1891 he was 16, a
clerk, living in Knotfield Lane, Rawdon. On both occasions he was said to be born at Rawdon. He
died at Bagley, just south of Rodley, in 1893 and was buried at Calverley St Wilfrid on 28 Jan of
that year, aged 19 years. The is no evidence that he married.

G2.8. Henry BALL #320

He and his twin brother George, below, were born at Rawdon on 29 February 1876 and baptised at
Rawdon Wesleyan Chapel on 24 March of that year, both twin sons of Thomas and Jane of Low
Mill, Rawdon. 

25 www.calverley.info.
26 WYAS Nonconformist Records via Ancestry. Not clear which chapel.
27 WYAS P90/2/2 via Ancestry.
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By 1891 Henry was 15, living at home, a draper’s apprentice. By 1901 he and George were back at
Oak Villa Rodley in a household headed by their widowed mother Jane, both 23 and both still
single and both draper’s assistants. In 1902 Henry married Eva Marguerite SMITH #947 at Halifax
St John the Baptist. They had a daughter, Eva Marguerite BALL #949, named after her mother,
baptised at Bradford St Columba on 1903, father a draper of 15 Roslyn Place, Bradford, and also a
son Laurence Henry BALL #950, whose birth was registered at Bramley in the fourth quarter of
1904.28 In 1911 both children are to be seen in the home of their uncle George, along with their
mother. 

It  seems clear  that  Henry had got  into trouble  because,  in  the  1911 Census,  Henry BALL,  a
prisoner aged 35, a married man, a draper’s assistant, born Calverley, was in a jail at Lancaster, in
Lancashire. We have yet to discover what crime he had committed. However, he was evidently
released and died soon after on 7 Oct 1911, as his death certificate shows.

Viral parotitis is mumps, but the parotitis can also be caused by tuberculous. It seems likely that he
got some infection while in jail that led to his death. 

Eva his wife remarried on 2 Dec 1912 to William Alexander GOODWILL, a bachelor. She was
described  as  Eva  Marguerite  BALL formerly  SMITH and  a  witness  was  George  BALL,  her
brother in law. Probably she took her children with her.

G2.9. George BALL #321 

As noted, George was the twin brother Henry, above. In 1891 George, 15, was living with his
sister Ann at 178 Town Street, Rodley, a scholar. By 1901, as noted, he was back with his mother.
George married Jessie SMITH #951 at Halifax St John the Baptist on 7 April 1902. 

29

It  is clear that twins Henry and George married sisters Eva Marguerite and Jessie Smith, both
daughters of George Ambrose SMITH.

28 Civil Birth Index Bramley, v. 9b, p. 297.
29 WYAS C53/1/154 via Ancestry.
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In 1911 George was 35, married to wife Jessie, 34, living at 3 Cross Flats Marsh, Leeds. They had
one child, still alive called May Gwendoline BALL #952, aged 7, born 21 May 1903 at Halifax,
baptized 24 January 1904 at Halifax John the Baptist.30 Also living there were two females both
called Eva Margurite BALL, one a sister in law aged 29, married, born Leeds, evidently his twin
brother Henry’s wife. The other was presumably Henry’s daughter, a niece of George’s, aged 8,
born  Bradford.  Also  there  was  a  nephew of  George’s,  Laurence  Henry  BALL,  aged 6,  born
Stanningley, Yorkshire, almost certainly a son of Henry and Eva since the latter was recorded as
having two living children.31 George died on 23 May 1929, leaving his estate to his widow Jessie.

32

G2.10. Elizabeth Mary BALL #322 

Born 17 August 1878, ‘received into the church’ on 5 May 1887 (aged 9), daughter of Thomas and
Jane of Knott Lane, Rawdon, father a coachman.33 Like her sister Jane, she was baptised at Low
Mill Wesleyan Chapel, Knott Lane, Rawdon on 13 Jan 1879. Known as Lizzie, in 1901 she was
aged 18, living with her widowed mother at Oak Villa, Rodley.

She married in 1907 at Calverley St Wilfrid to Wilmot MEAKIN, 27, a bachelor, and engineer of
Red Street, near Chesterton, Staffordshire, son of Willmot, a blacksmith. She was 28, a spinster of
Oak Ville, Rodley Lane, Calverley, daughter of Thomas, deceased, a draper. Witnesses were her
sister  Janie  Pamela  BALL and her  brother  William BALL.  Both bride and groom signed the
register.

34

We can find no record of a birth or baptism for Wilmot MEAKIN but we found him aged 1 in the
1881 Census at Audley, Newcastle under Lyme, Staffordshire, with his parents, Wilmot and Mary
and six older siblings. His father was a blacksmith, as on the marriage record above.35

Since the groom was from Audley in Staffordshire and the bride was born at Rawdon, we presume
that they met through some family connection between Lizzie’s mother Jane née MEAKIN #76
and Wilmot MEAKIN the blacksmith of Audley. In fact, they were cousins; Wilmot’s father, also
called Wilmot, was baptised on 16 May 1841 at Wolstanton St Margaret, son of Thomas MEAKIN
and Mary. Jane née MEAKIN was daughter of the same Thomas and Mary, baptised at the same
church on 15 May 1838, so Jane and Wilmot senior were sister and brother.

Wilmot junior and Lizzie had no children. They were Edith Hardaker’s Auntie Lizzie and Uncle
Wilmot. She used to take Brian to visit them when he was young. Oak Villa was a gloomy place
and Brian disliked going there. The house seemed even more ‘creepy’ when he discovered that
Auntie Lizzie’s brother Benjamin, who was ‘not all there’, was somewhere upstairs but was never
seen by visitors.

30 WYAS D53/1/29
31 1911 Census Registration District 502, ED 6, piece 27182 via Ancestry.
32 WYAS P90/2/2 via Ancestry.
33 WYAS P90/2/2 via Ancestry.
34 WYAS via Ancestry.
35 1887 Census, piece 2703, folio 25, p. 46.
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Wilmot died 30 October 1955. We do not know where he was buried.

36

Auntie  Lizzie  lived on for  some months after  the death of her  husband,  growing weaker  and
needing increasing care. She hired a nurse to look after her, we believe more than one. We believe
that near the end of her life she was cared for by a live-in male nurse. She died on 4 February 1956
and, as one of her few surviving relatives, my mother had some hopes of inheriting something
from the estate. In the event, it seems that Lizzie left everything to her male nurse, leading to
concerns but no action about the legitimacy of the relationship between patient and nurse.

37

G2.11. Benjamin Meakin BALL #337. 

He was born on 9 May 1886 at Rawdon, and was christened at Rawdon St Peter on 20 June. His
mother Jane would have been about 46 when Benjamin was born. In 1901 he was 4, living with his
widowed  mother  at  Oak Villa,  Rodley.  In  later  life  we  believe  he  had  mental  problems  and
remained at Oak Villa, living with his sister Lizzie and her husband Wilmot. We think he died in
1946 aged 60, registered as Benjamin M BALL at Wharfedale v. 9a, p.205. He was buried at
Calverley St  Wilfrid  on 23 February of that  year,  recorded as  living at  Menston High Royds
mental hospital.

G3. Great grandparents of Edith: John BALL #75 and Ann WHISTON #74

John BALL #75 married Ann WHISTON #74 at Horton St Michael in Staffordshire on 6 November
1821, he a bachelor and a labourer, she a spinster.38 

Note that the marriage was 'with the consent of parents', implying that at least one of them, actually
Ann, was under 21. Note too that not one of the bride, groom, or the two witnesses was able to sign
and so all four made their marks, each just a cross. 

We suspect  that  one witness at  the marriage,  Joseph WHISTON, was Ann's brother and that  the
witness Hannah BALL was John's sister, but we have not sought to confirm these guesses. 

Ann WHISTON #74 was baptised at Horton St Michael on 2 May 1804, daughter of Samuel #409 and
Jane WHISTON née KIRKLAND #408 - see below.39 So she was about 17 when she married. She
was recorded as 'Nancy' at her baptism, which we believe is a variant of 'Ann', and she appears as Ann
in all subsequent records we have found. There is of course a chance that Ann and Nancy were two
36 National Probate Calendars via Ancestry.
37 Ibid.
38 D4069/1/7 via Ancestry.com.
39 Copy of register entry obtained via FindMyPast.
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different people, but there is no other convincing record of the birth of an Ann at the right time and
place to match what we know about Ann WHISTON #74. 

Extract from the register of the baptism of Nancy Whiston

John was some 30 years older than his bride so it is not surprising that he pre-deceased her. John Ball
of Reservoir,  aged 75,  was buried at Horton St  Michael  on 18 Nov 1847.40 Ann BALL #74,  his
widow, aged 44, a shopkeeper of Horton, daughter of Samuel Whiston, a labourer did not remain
single for long. She married Charles ARMETT at Horton St Michael on 10 Feb 1848, less than three
months after the death of her first husband.41

Soon thereafter we find Ann and Charles together in the 1851 Census, with Ann’s sons John and
Thomas present:

G3. Children of John BALL #75 and Ann née WHISTON

We found John and Ann together in 1841 at Chapel House, Harpurs Gate, Horton, along with their
children:42

40 Staffordshire burial via FindMyPast.
41 Staffordshire marriages D5742/1/2 p. 91 via FindMyPast.
42 Piece 104, Book 4, Folio 7, p. 10.
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Note the substantial age difference between husband and wife. 

Note that ‘our’ Thomas, who later married Jane MEAKIN, was the youngest child of John and Ann.
He was only two in 1841, consistent with the record of his birth in July 1839.

Then  John  BALL,  the  father  of  this  family,  died.  He  was  buried  at  Horton  St  Michael  on  18
November 1847, said to be aged 70.

G3.1. Mary Ann BALL #305

Baptised 15 May 1830, daughter of John and Anne BALL of Harpers Gate. She was with her
parents  in  the  1841  Census,  aged  10  years.  We  think  perhaps  she  married  James  JONES at
Burslem, Staffordshire on 28 Oct 1849, when she would have been about 19.43 The marriage seems
to  have  been  registered  at  Wolstanton,  Staffordshire,  vol.  17,  p.  384.  To  date,  we  have  not
investigated further.

G3.2. Jane BALL #306 

Baptised on 15 Apr 1832, daughter of John and Anne BALL of Harpers Gate, father a labourer,
she  was  with  her  parents,  aged  9,  in  1841.  We  think  she  died  in  April  1844  at  Reservoir,
Staffordshire, England and was buried at Horton St Michael on the 12th of that month, aged 12.

G3.3. Samuel BALL #307 

Baptised on 1 Dec 1833, son of John and Anne BALL of Reservoir, father a labourer. He was with
his parents, aged 7, in 1841. We found a man who could be Samuel in the 1881 Census, aged 48,
unmarried, living as a lodger in the household of Thomas Brindley, 48 Queens Street, Wolstanton.
No other Balls were present.44

G3.4. John BALL #308 

Baptised 27 Sep 1835, son of John and Anne BALL of Reservoir, father a labourer. He was 15 in
1851, an errand boy, living with his mother and step father at Chappell [sic] House, Red Street,
Harpurs  Gate.  By  1861 he  and his  mother  were  alone  together,  living  in  Dumpling  Cottage,
Harpurs Gate, he 25, unmarried, a cordwainer (shoemaker). It seems likely that he was the John
BALL of Harpurs Gate, aged 26, who was buried at Horton St Michael on 13 October 1861

G3.5. William BALL #309 

Baptised 11 Feb 1836 at Horton St Michael, son of John and Anne BALL of Reservoir, father a
labourer. In 1841 he was at home with his parents but by 1851 it seems he was a farmer’s servant,
aged 14,  living in  the household of his  employer,  Edward Chell,  farmer  and schoolmaster,  at
Woodhouse Lane, Norton, Leek, Staffordshire, more than 10 km from his birthplace. We have not
been able to establish what happened to him next 

G3.6. Thomas BALL #77

Our Ancestor – see above. He was born on 2 July 1839 at Harpers Gate Horton45, Staffordshire,
son of John BALL #75, a pensioner ('pentioner' on the certificate), and Ann née WHISTON #74.46

He was baptised 1 Sep 1839, son of John and Anne BALL of Reservoir, father a labourer.

We were able to check and confirm the above baptisms from images of the register entries available
on FindMyPast.

It can be seen that the oldest child, Mary Ann, was 10 in 1841, so born about 1831, some 10 years
after the marriage of her parents. Hence it is possible that there were older children who either died or
were elsewhere by the date of the Census. If so, we have yet to find any record of them. Checks of

43 England and Wales Select Marriages 1538-1973 via Ancestry.com.
44 RG11 2708/47 p. 26.
45 Later Harpurs Gate was called ‘Harpers Gate’ and then subsequently it seems to have been called ‘Reservoir’, and later still ‘Rudyard’,
the name of the reservoir, although these different names may have referred to different parts of the former Harpurs Gate. The area certainly
developed as the reservoir became a popular destination for visitors. Among the visitors to the lake was a Mr Kipling, who met his future
wife there. They called their first son after the lake.
46 Birth certificate in files.
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earlier and later pages of the Horton St Michael baptismal register failed to uncover any baptisms of
more children of John and Ann.

Ann née WHISTON was still alive in 1861, at an address called ‘Dumpling’, Harpurs Gate. She was
56, a shopkeeper (provisions), born Horton.47 We have a photograph of the cottage.

Her son John, 25 and unmarried, a cordwainer, was with her but ‘our’ Thomas was not. He was at
Stein Terrace, Rusholme, Lancashire, living with his married eldest sister Mary Ann JONES #305,
who was operating a board and lodging house. Thomas was unmarried, aged 21, a watchman, born
Harpurs Gate, Staffordshire. With him was his brother William #309, aged 23 and unmarried, a groom
and gardener. 

Ann ARMETT née Whiston was still alive in 1881, said to be aged 80, a widow, a midwife, living
alone at Harpurs Gate. She died in the second quarter of 1889, registered at Leek v. 6b, p. 201. She
was buried at Horton St Michael on 10 February of that year, said to be 86.48 

More about John Ball who married Ann Whiston

Initially, we had rather little information about John Ball #75, the father of the above children. He was
said to be 65 in 1841, which, given the rounding down of ages, means that he should have been born
between about 1772 and 1776. We are reasonably sure that he died in 1847 at Reservoir, and was
buried at Horton St Michael on 18 November 1847, said to be 75, implying he was born about 1772.
That means that he was more than 30 years older than his wife Ann. This age difference and the fact
that he was a pensioner gave us cause to ponder. Why was he in receipt of a pension? Could he have
been in the Army?

We searched the British Army records on FindMyPast and there we found him. Information about his
army career is included as an Appendix.

John’s military record states that he was 19 when he enlisted in 1795, implying that he was born in
about 1776. On this basis, we have concluded that, despite some inconsistent information about his
age at various times, he was almost certainly the John Ball baptised at Horton St Michael in 1777, son
of Aaron and Mary:49

While this choice of his parentage is uncertain, given the conflicting information about his date of
birth, from various records, on balance, this baptism seems to be the most plausible. We could find no
other plausible candidates recorded at Horton St Michael, and we were able to rule out one other John
Ball baptised in nearby Leek, as he was still there in 1841 when ‘our’ John was married and living
with wife Ann at Harpurs Gate.

G4. Three times great grandparents: Aaron BALL #1528 and Mary née GIBSON #1529

This couple married at Horton St Michael on 4 February 1764:50

47 Piece 1947, ED 19, Folio 126, Household 20.
48 Burial found by browsing through the Horton St Michael burial register, via FindMyPast.
49 Archive reference D4069/1/6 p. 10 via FindMyPast.
50 Archive reference D4069/1/3 p. 29 via FindMyPast.
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Marrying in 1764, we could expect Aaron to have been born between about 1740 and 1745. We have
found only one candidate:51

The record for Horton St Michael reads: Bap. Aaron Son of Thos and Mary Ball, March 31, 1743.
There were two Mary GIBSONs baptised at Horton St Michael in 1741, a likely date for a woman
who married in 1764. On the basis of the re-use of parental forenames, we prefer Mary baptised 27
February 1741, daughter of William and Martha.52

G4. Family of Aaron BALL #1528 and Mary née GIBSON #1529:53

G4.1. Thomas #953 

Baptised 30 Nov 1766 (recorded as BALE, son of Aaron and Mary). Nothing more found yet.

G4.2. Ann #1530 

Baptised 9 Apr 1769. Nothing more found yet.

G4.3. William #955 

Baptised 9 Apr 1771 (recorded as BALE son of Aaron and Mary). Nothing more found yet.

G4.4. James #956 

Baptised 30 May 1773. We think he married Jane WHEELDON #957 at Horton St Michael on 10 
March 1798 when he would have been about 25.54 We have found the following children of James 
and Jane baptised at Horton St Michael:

G4.4.1. Joseph #958 Baptised 28 Aug 1806 .

G4.4.2. Hannah #959 Baptised 25 Mar 1806.

G4.4.3. Ann #960 Baptised 4 Sep 1808.

G4.4.4. James #961 Baptised 18 Oct 1810. For this James and the next two children, the parents 
were described as living at ‘Cowall’ (various spellings).

G4.4.5. John #962 Baptised 22 Mar 1815.

G4.4.6. Jane #963 Baptised 26 Nov 1818.

51 Archives reference D4069/1/2 p. 17 via FindMyPast.
52 Archive reference D1069/1/2 p. 17 via FindMyPast.
53 All records are from the Horton St Michael Parish Registers via FindMyPast.
54 Staffordshire marriages archive ref. D4069/1/6 via FindMyPast.
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James, the father of these children, died in 1819 aged 46 (so born c. 1773). He was buried at 
Horton St Michael on 2 January of that year, recorded as of ‘Cowal’.55

G4.5. Hannah #1531 Baptised 31 Dec 1775, buried 1 Dec 1776.

G4.6. John #75 Baptised 21 Sep 1777, our ancestor.

G4.7. Aaron #1532 Baptised 1 Aug. 1779. We think he probably married Mary ARMITT, a widow, 
at Horton St Michael on 17 June 1802 when he would have been about 23.56

G4.8. Martha #1533 Baptised 30 Sep 1781. It is possible that she was the mother of illegitimate twin 
boys, Aaron and William, bap at Horton St Michael on 13 Sep 1806 when she would have been about 
25.57 

Looking for the burial of Aaron, father of the above family, we have found only one candidate. An 
Aaron BALL was buried at Horton St Michael on 20 April 1791, the register entry providing no 
further useful information.58 We have yet to find out what happened to Aaron’s wife Mary née 
Gibson. It seems she was not buried at Horton St Michael.

G5. Four times great grandparents: Thomas Ball #1534 and Mary Child #1535

We have found only one plausible marriage for Thomas and Mary, the presumed the parents of Aaron
#1528. Thomas BALL married Mary CHILD at Horton St Michael on 10 June 1731. 59 The register
entry provides no other information.

We could find no baptism at Horton of a Thomas Ball who might have married in 1731. There were a
number of Thomas Balls baptised at nearby Leek, but too many to pick one with any confidence. 

The records of baptisms of children around the time Thomas and Mary might have been producing
offspring are not very good and often confusing. So far, we have found only four baptisms of children
we think were probably theirs:

G5.1. Thomas BALL #1536 

Baptised 24 Sep 1732 at Horton St Michael60

G5.2. Mary BALL #1537 

Baptised 23 Mar 1734 at Horton St Michael

G5.3. Ann BALL #965 

Baptised 29 Jan 1737 at Horton St Michael61

G5.4. Aaron BALL #1528 

Our ancestor, baptised 31 Mar 1743/4 at Horton St Michael, son of Thomas and Mary.62

Since there appear to be no more children baptised for these parents at Horton, we suspect that Mary 
may have died, perhaps as a consequence of complications following the birth to Aaron. In fact, there 
is a record of the burial of Mary Ball at Horton St Michael on 11 September 1743.63 The register entry
contains no further information so we cannot be certain that this is the burial of Mary née CHILD, but
we think it more likely than not that this is the case.

It is possible that Thomas BALL, the husband of Mary née CHILD was the man of this name buried
at  Horton St  Michael  on 2 October  1775,  described in  the  register  as  ‘from Hall  Gate  Gratton’.

55 Archive reference D5742/1/9 p. 15 via FindMyPast.
56 Archive reference D4069/1/6 via FindMyPast.
57 Archive reference D4069/1/4 via FindMyPast.
58 Archive reference D4069/1/3, p. 49 via FindMyPast.
59 Archives reference D4069/1/2 p.8 via FindMyPast
60  Both Archives reference D4069/1/2 via FindMyPast.

61 Archives reference D4069/1/2 p. 13 via FindMyPast
62 Archives reference D4069/1/2, p. 17 via FindMyPast.
63 Staffordshire burials archive reference D4069/1/2 p. 18 via FindMyPast.

http://hardakerfamily.id.au/getperson.php?personID=I1532&tree=tree1
http://hardakerfamily.id.au/getperson.php?personID=I1531&tree=tree1
http://hardakerfamily.id.au/getperson.php?personID=I75&tree=tree1
http://hardakerfamily.id.au/getperson.php?personID=I1533&tree=tree1
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Gratton is about 3 km south of Horton.64 Our confidence that this is our ancestor is low but we have
yet to find a better candidate.

64 Staffordshire burials archive reference D4069/1/3 p. 26 via FindMyPast.
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APPENDIX 1

British Army Service Record of John Ball

Seventh Hussars Whereof Lieut Genl Henry Padget of Anglesey GCB is Colonel.

THESE ARE TO CERTIFY

1st, Certificate of Age and Enlistment THAT Private John Ball born in the parish of Orton [I.e.
Horton] in or near the town of Leek in the county of Stafford was enlisted for the aforesaid Regiment
at Stafford in the Country of Stafford on the 4 th Day of April 1795 at the Age of Nineteen years for
Unlimited Service.

2nd. Certificate of Service THAT he hath served in the Army for the space of Twenty-four years and
88 Days after the Age of Eighteen, according to the subjoined STATEMENT OF SERVICE, 

[Followed by a table, the first line of table says 7 th Hussars from 4th April 1795 to 30 June 1819 a
Private for 24 yrs and 88 Days. [The second line says Waterloo, dittos for dates and 2 years’
service, making a total in the table of 26 Years and 88 Days. We suspect he got two years added on
to his actual service as a bonus affecting his pension for fighting in the Battle of Waterloo.]

3rd Certificate of the cause of Discharge THAT in consequence of Long Service HE IS HEREBY
DISCHARGED.

4th.  Certificate  of  not  being disqualified  for  a  Pension:   THAT he  is  not  to  my knowledge,
incapacitated by the Sentence of a General Court Martial, from receiving Pension.

5th.  Certificate  of  Character  &c.  &c.  &c.  THAT his  General  Conduct  as  a  Soldier  had  been
exceedingly good both at home and abroad and has been four times on Service with the Regiment in
Holland  1799  Spain  1808  Peninsula  of  ….  [France  ??  can’t  read.  Probably  the  Battle  of
Orthez/Orthes, which is in France, just north of the Pyrenees.] 1814 and at the Battle of Waterloo
1815.

6th. Certificate of Settlement of all  Demand THAT he has received all  just Demands and Pay,
Clothing, &c. from his Entry into the Service to the date of this Discharge, as appears by his receipt
below.

7th Acknowledgment of the Receipt of all Demands I John Ball do hereby acknowledge that I have
received all my Clothing, Pay, Arrears of Pay, and all just Demands whatsoever, from the time of my
Entry into the Service to the date of this Discharge. Witnessed by [illegible signature]. Signature of
the Soldier John Ball his mark (X).

8th Certificate of Description  TO prevent any improper use being made of the Discharge, by its
falling into other Hands, the following is a Description of the said Private John Ball. He is about
forty-four  Years  of  Age,  is  five  Feet  nine  Inches  in  height,  Lt  brown  Hair,  grey  Eyes,  fresh
Complexion, and by Trade or Occupation a labourer.

Given under my Hand, and the Seal of the Regiment at Manchester this 11th Day of May 1819

Signature of the Commanding Officer [illegible] Horse Guards 30th June 1819. Confirmed [signature
illegible] Stamp of Queens Own Hussars. More…[End of transcript].

Commentary. John would have enlisted in the 7th Light Dragoons (1783-1805), later known as the 7th
Queen's Own Light Dragoons (Hussars) (1807). 

The principal battles in which John could have fought were: 

1795 – 1799 Holland
1795 Guildermalsen 
1799 Bergen 
1799 Egmont-on-Zee 
1799 Alkmaer 

1808 - 1809 Peninsula 



Page 20

1808 Sahagun 
1809 Carrion 
1809 Benevente 
1809 Corunna 

1813 - 1814 Peninsula 
1814 Orthes 
1814 Toulouse 
1815 Hundred Days 
1815 Waterloo 

The records show that he certainly fought at Orthes, Toulouse and Waterloo, and evidently one other,
according to the discharge above.

From  the  Peninsula  Medal  Roll  1793-1814  via  FindMyPast,  John  Ball,  1793-1814,  7th  Light
Dragoons, was awarded the British Army Gold Medal / Military General Service Medal, 1793-1814.
Then from another  record from FMP: ‘Britain,  Campaign,  Gallantry & Long Service  Medals  &
Awards’, John Ball, a Private in the 7th [or Queens Own] Hussars was awarded the Waterloo Medal
in 1815. 

John Ball’s Chelsea Pensioners Discharge Documents 1760-1887, obtained via FMP, show that he
was discharged on 25 Nov 1795.65 The Chelsea Military Hospital was responsible for arranging and
paying pensions to qualifying discharged soldiers, so his discharge from the Chelsea Hospital would
have been the date he left the army and became a pensioner.

The 7th Hussars were ‘shock troops’ who could gallop out to attack the enemy, then quickly return to
the lines, before the enemy could counter-attack. They did suffer some casualties, but not on the scale
of the ‘industrial’ slaughter in later wars. The Battle of Waterloo, however, was a different story with
almost 50 000 casualties, close to 23 000 among the allied army and about 25 000 French. 

At that battle the regiment was held in reserve until the evening of the last day, but then undertook a
series of charges. Standish O’Grady, a lieutenant in the 7th Hussars, wrote to his father: ‘We charged
twelve or fourteen times, and once cut off a squadron of cuirassiers , every man of whom we killed on
the spot except the two officers and one Marshal de Logis, whom I sent to the rear’.66 [Cuirassiers
were French cavalry equipped with firearms and armour; a ‘cuirasse’ was a breastplate.]

The 7th Hussars had three squadrons at Waterloo with a present-for-duty strength of 18 officers and

65 British Army pension records are described at www.militarian.com/threads/british-army-pensions.6590.
66 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/7th_Queen%27s_Own_Hussars.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/7th_Queen's_Own_Hussars
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385 other ranks. At Waterloo it lost the following: officers: 2 killed, 7 wounded, 3 missing; other
ranks: 62 killed, 109 wounded, 15 missing; total loss was 198 out of 403.67  Evidently our ancestor
John Ball was one of the 51 per cent of the regiment who were not killed, wounded or missing at the
end of the battle.

Moreover, Waterloo was not the only battle at which John Ball fought. He served through most of the
Napoleonic wars (1793-1815), enlisting in 1795 and serving until his discharge in 1819. 

Given the above, it is perhaps not surprising that a young woman like Ann Whiston might have been
swept off her feet by a returned military hero, perhaps still in uniform. Her parents, equally, might
have been happy for their daughter to marry a man with a pension, regardless of the age difference of
30 years.

67 Historical Miniatures Journal #17 via the Internet.



Page 22

APPENDIX 2: BALL TREE


	Our BALL Family
	Edith Clare HARDAKER née BALL #34
	G1. Parents of Edith: William BALL #78, and Annie nee SUTCLIFFE #71.
	G2. Grandparents of Edith: Thomas BALL #77 and Jane née MEAKIN #76
	Aside about the MEAKIN line

	G2. Family of Thomas BALL #77 and Jane née MEAKIN #76
	G2.1. John Thomas BALL #310
	G2.1. Family of John Thomas BALL #310 and Isabella née HOGG #325:
	G2.1.1. Gladys BALL #327
	G2.1.2. Norman Greaves BALL #326

	G2.2. Annie BALL #311
	G2.3. Frederick BALL #312
	G2.3. Children of Frederick BALL #312 and Emma née DAVIS:
	G2.3.1 Elsie Mary BALL #330
	G2.3.2. Reginald Davis BALL #333, aka Reginald DAVIS
	G2.3.3. Dorothy Emilie Gwendoline BALL #331
	G2.3.4. Annie Janie Christine BALL/HARGREAVES #332.

	G2.4. Joseph BALL #313
	G2.5. Jane Pamela BALL #314
	G2.6. William BALL #78
	G2.7. Samuel BALL #319
	G2.8. Henry BALL #320
	G2.9. George BALL #321
	G2.10. Elizabeth Mary BALL #322
	G2.11. Benjamin Meakin BALL #337.

	G3. Great grandparents of Edith: John BALL #75 and Ann WHISTON #74
	G3. Children of John BALL #75 and Ann née WHISTON
	G3.1. Mary Ann BALL #305
	G3.2. Jane BALL #306
	G3.3. Samuel BALL #307
	G3.4. John BALL #308
	G3.5. William BALL #309
	G3.6. Thomas BALL #77

	More about John Ball who married Ann Whiston
	G4. Three times great grandparents: Aaron BALL #1528 and Mary née GIBSON #1529
	G4. Family of Aaron BALL #1528 and Mary née GIBSON #1529:
	G4.1. Thomas #953
	G4.2. Ann #1530
	G4.3. William #955
	G4.4. James #956

	G5. Four times great grandparents: Thomas Ball #1534 and Mary Child #1535
	G5.1. Thomas BALL #1536
	G5.2. Mary BALL #1537
	G5.3. Ann BALL #965
	G5.4. Aaron BALL #1528
	APPENDIX 1
	APPENDIX 2: BALL TREE



