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We started this investigation by trying to decide who were the parents of the two Samuel
Hardakers, both sons of Samuel, born in 1780 and 1784 and both recorded at Rawdon
Buckstone Baptist chapel. With births of Samuels sons of Samuel in 1780 and then again
in 1784 and, if they had the same father, the presumption was that the first one had died.
To try to make progress, we looked first at the censuses where we found that there were
four Samuels Hardakers of about the right ages. There are sufficient clues in the dates,
names and places to match the 1841 and 1851 census information for these Samuels, as
summarised in the following table:

1841 Census 1851 Census

Samuel Hardaker aged about 60 (b. 1777-81), 
living at Henshaw, Yeadon, a clothier. Others:
- Hannah (69)
- William (30)
- Hannah (20)
- Joseph (14)
- Elizabeth (6)

Samuel Hardaker aged 71 (b. 1780), living at 
High Henshaw, Yeadon. Born Yeadon, a 
clothier. Others:
- William (41)
- Hannah (34)
- Five children between 0 and 8
- Joseph (24)

Samuel Hardaker aged 56 (b. 1785), living at 
Bank Bottom, Eccleshill, a clothier. Others:
- Nancy (52)
- Jane (20)
- Samuel (16)

Samuel Hardaker aged 66 (b. 1785), living at 
Bank, Eccleshill. Born Idle, a cloth maker. 
Others:
- Ann (63)
- Jane (30)
- Grace (1)

Samuel Hardaker aged about 50 (b. 1787-91), 
living at Caroline Street, Leeds. A clothier. 
Others:
- Hannah (50)
- Sarah (25)
- Richard (13)
- Thamison (9)

Samuel Hardaker aged 61 (b. 1790), living at 
160 Waterloo Street, Pudsey, born Rawdon, a 
cloth maker. Others:
- Hannah (60)
- Thamerson (18)
- Two servants

Samuel Hardaker aged about 50 (b. 1787-91), 
living at Backhouse Row, Kirkstall, a gardener. 
Others:
- Grace (50)

Samuel Hardaker aged 67 (b. 1784), living at 4 
Backhouse Row, Kirkstall. Born Bramley, a 
gardener’s journeyman. Others:
- Married daughter Hannah Catlow (35) and 
family

There is the usual inconsistency of reported ages between the two censuses, except in the
case of the man at Eccleshill, who consistently reported that he was born in 1785. 

Here are the births we have found of Samuels around the relevant time:

 Samuel born 1 July 1780, son of Samuel, recorded at Rawdon Buckstone Baptist
Chapel. His mother was probably Grace Dennison.

 Samuel born 9 Mar 1784, son of Samuel, again recorded at Rawdon Buckstone
Baptist Chapel. We might suspect that the Samuel above born in 1780 had died,



unless the father of this Samuel was a different person from the one above. (Later
we show that Samuel born in 1780 appeared to have survived and that the one born
in 1784 seems to be missing.)

 Samuel baptised at Calverley St Wilfrid 10 April 1785, son of John of Pudsey. His
mother was probably Nancy Sugden.

 Samuel  baptised  1  Jul  1787  at  Horsforth  chapel,  son  of  William,  clothier  of
Horsforth. His mother was possibly Elizabeth Brown.

 Samuel  born  21  June  1789,  son  of  Samuel,  clothier  and  Hannah  (Oates)  of
Rawdon. Recorded at Rawdon Chapel.

So  we  have  five  births  in  the  approximate  time  range  to  match  against  the  census
information  that  seems to  indicate  that  only four  Samuels  born  around 1780 to  1790
survived to appear in the 1841/51 Censuses.

What follows is our ‘best guess’ about who was whom.

Samuel of Yeadon #112 born 1780, recorded at Rawdon Buckstone Chapel. His date
of birth was recorded as in the range 1777-1781 in 1841 (when ages were supposed to be
rounded down to the nearest five year multiple) and as 1780 in 1851. We have no other
Samuels born within three years of this date. In 1851 he reported his birthplace as Yeadon,
which is just to the north of Rawdon where the birth was recorded. Hence it seems likely
that he was the Samuel born in 1780 whose birth was recorded at Rawdon Buckstone
Baptist Chapel on 1 July of that year, son of Samuel. We think he was a son of Samuel
#100 and Grace Dennison #108.

From the 1841 census it seems he married a Hannah, but we do not think that this is so.
Available evidence suggests that he married Mary Long #1231 at Guiseley St Oswald on
15 Nov 1807 when he would have been about 27. Hannah  #589 living with him in the
1841 Census was, we think, the maiden aunt of Ann (aka Hannah) nee Hardacre, wife of
this Samuel’s son William.  Hannah’s birthdate in 1772 matches exactly with the ages
recorded for her in 1841 (69 years) and on her death certificate dated 1854 (75 years),
supplied by Stephen Carr.

Samuel of Yeadon died on 12 Jan 1855 and was buried at Yeadon Primitive Methodist
Chapel, said to be 76 years old, reasonably consistent with a birth around 1780.

Samuel of Leeds and Pudsey #129 born 1790. The next most obvious match of a birth to
the census data is this one. It seems likely that Samuel  son of Samuel and Hannah nee
Oates of Rawdon, birth recorded at Rawdon Chapel in 1789, was the man living in Leeds
in 1841 and at Pudsey in 1851. We have a good match with birth date (no other Samuel
born within 4 years), and also he recorded his birthplace as Rawdon in 1851. 

From the 1841 Census it seems that he married a Hannah. There are two main candidates:
Hannah Hardaker who married Samuel of Guiseley parish at Calverley St Wilfrid in 1811
and Hannah Clapham who married Samuel of Rawdon at Guiseley St Oswald in 1832. In
neither case was the father of the groom named and nor was either of them living in or
near Bramley. However, we have found no other possible marriages. Given when he was
born, it seems most likely that he would have married Hannah Hardaker when he would
have been about 21. Moreover, in 1841 there was a Samuel Hardaker living at Rawdon,
aged 30 (to 34) with a wife Hannah. It seems more likely that this Samuel born around
1810 would have married in 1832, which makes us a little more confident that we have the
right spouse.



Samuel of Kirkstall #194 bap. 1785. We have a discrepancy on birth date between 1841
and 1851 in this case, but the address and occupation information strongly suggest that we
have the same person across the two census records, with the 1851 birth date likely to be
more accurate. He reported his birth place as Bramley in 1851. Bramley is right next to
Pudsey,  so  we match  this  Samuel  to  the  son of  John  of  Pudsey,  the  one  baptised  at
Calverley St Wilfrid 10 April 1785.

We believe that he married Grace Holdsworth #1616 in 1811. 

Samuel was buried at Kirkstall St Stephen on 31 December 1859, aged 73 (born c. 1784),
recorded as of Backhouse Row, Kirkstall, the address he was at in 1851.

Samuel of Eccleshill #317 bap. 1787. We now have two births left to match against the
remaining Samuel living at Eccleshill in 1841 and 1851, these being Samuel born 1784
recorded at Rawdon and Samuel baptised 1787 at Horsforth. Based on his reported age in
1841 and 1851, the first of these appears to be the better match. However we suspect
(without complete confidence) that Samuel bapt. 1787 was the son of William #117 and
Elizabeth née Brown #311, who we believe moved to live in Eccleshill probably at around
the time of Samuel’s birth. Therefore, it seems possible that this Samuel was the one later
resident at Eccleshill. Somewhat in contradiction of this notion, in 1851 he nominated his
place of birth as Idle. There was a Samuel #278 born 1 Sep 1804 who was son of Samuel
of Wrose #272, baptised at Idle Upper Chapel, but his date of birth seems too late for him
to have been this man. And in any case there is not much doubt that Samuel from Wrose
was living in Idle with wife Mary #355 in 1841. With rather more uncertainty than the
previous three assignments, we therefore match Samuel living at Eccleshill to the baptism
at Horsforth in 1787.

In the 1841 Census, his wife was recorded as Nancy, and as Ann in 1851. We believe that
Ann is  a  variant  of  Nancy and hence  suspect  that  she  was  the  same person.  Samuel
married Nancy Jennings #669 at Bradford St Peter on 12 November 1810 when he would
have been about 23.

We think he died on 18 February 1854 at Eccleshill and was buried at Eccleshill Norman
Lane Cemetery on 22 February. He was said to be 69 (b. abt 1785) years old, which fits
fairly well with his assumed baptism in 1787.

Samuel  #114 born 1784. We are left with no spouse for Samuel son of Samuel whose
birth was recorded at Rawdon Buckstone Baptist Chapel in 1784. It is also hard to know
who his father was. In any event, it seems that, whoever he was, he did not survive to be
included in the 1841 Census.

The table  below shows the census  data  (as above),  along with the assigned birth  and
marriage information:



Birth Marriage 1841 Census 1851 Census

Samuel born 1 July 1780, son 
of Samuel, recorded at 
Rawdon Buckstone Baptist 
Chapel. His mother was 
probably Grace Dennison.

Mary Long at Guiseley St 
Oswald on 15 Nov 1807.
She died before 1841, perhaps 
the Mary of Rawdon buried 
there on 2 Oct 1820, aged 35.

Samuel Hardaker aged about 60 (b. 1777-81), 
living at Henshaw Yeadon, a clothier. Others:
- Hannah (69)
- William (30)
- Hannah (20)
- Joseph (14)
- Elizabeth (6)

Samuel Hardaker aged 71 (b. 1780), 
living at High Henshaw, Yeadon. Born 
Yeadon, a clothier. Others:
- William (41)
- Hannah (34)
- Five children between 0 and 8
- Joseph (24)

Samuel born 9 Mar 1784, son 
of Samuel, recorded at 
Rawdon Buckstone Baptist 
Chapel. Presumed to have 
died young.

Samuel baptised 1 Jul 1787 at 
Horsforth chapel, son of 
William, clothier of Horsforth.
His mother was possibly 
Elizabeth Brown.

Nancy Jennings at Bradford St 
Peter on 12 Nov 1810.

Samuel Hardaker aged 56 (b. 1785), living at 
Bank Bottom, Eccleshill. A clothier. Others:
- Nancy (52)
- Jane (20)
- Samuel (16)

Samuel Hardaker aged 66 (b. 1785), 
living at Bank, Eccleshill. Born Idle, a 
cloth maker. Others:
- Ann (63)
- Jane (30)
- Grace (1)

Samuel born 21 June 1789, 
son of Samuel, a clothier and 
Hannah (Oates) of Rawdon. 
Recorded at Rawdon Chapel.

Hannah Hardaker at Calverley St
Wilfrid on 23 Apr 1811.

Samuel Hardaker aged about 50 (b. 1787-91), 
living at Caroline Street, Leeds. A clothier. Others:
- Hannah (50)
- Sarah (25)
- Richard (13)
- Thamison (9)

Samuel Hardaker aged 61 (b. 1790), 
living at 160 Waterloo Street, Pudsey, 
born Rawdon, a cloth maker. Others:
- Hannah (60)
- Thamerson (18)
- Two servants

Samuel baptised at Calverley 
St Wilfrid 10 April 1785, son 
of John of Pudsey. His mother 
was probably Nancy Sugden.

Grace Holdsworth at Leeds St 
Peter on 10 Jul 1811 

Samuel Hardaker aged about 50 (b. 1787-91), 
living at Backhouse Row, Kirkstall. A gardener. 
Others:
- Grace (50)

Samuel Hardaker aged 67 (b. 1784), 
living at 4 Backhouse Row, Kirkstall. 
Born Bramley, a gardener’s 
journeyman. Others:
- Married daughter Hannah Catlow (35)
and family
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