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Notes: 

1. Numbers proceeded with # are the reference numbers in my Legacy Hardaker database. 

2. The  relationships  described  herein  represent  the  best  assumptions  I  can  make  using  the
information I currently have available. Some things I am very confident about but others are
little  more  than  ‘best  guesses’.  I  have  tried  to  indicate  in  the  text  where  there  is  little
information to support particular assumptions. These parts of the family tree must be very
tentative unless and until more information can be found.

3. Please tell me of any detected errors or of any additional relevant information.

First Generation

Joseph #713 (c 1700-1790). As noted in my discussion of the Hardakers of Rawdon and surrounding
areas, a Joseph Hardaker #713 married Esther Ellis, #155, at Calverley Church on 21 April 1728. At
that time they were described as both of Calverley Parish. I do not know where Joseph was born or
who his father was and cannot connect him to the Hardakers of Rawdon. If he named his first son
after his father, he was the son of a William, but I have no record of such a birth.

Soon after they were married, the couple moved to Bramley where they christened four children in the
parish church:

 Beatrix, #156, christened 27 Apr 1729

 William, #157, christened 10 Jul 1732

 Mary, #158, christened 14 Jul 1740

 Joseph, #159, christened 5 Mar 1743/4. 

It is evident that Joseph was a man of property – in 1741 a Joseph Hardacre [sic] of Bramley was
recorded as the owner of freehold property at Bramley. He died in 1760 and was buried at Bramley St
Peter on 28 May. In his will he leaves his ‘loving wife Esther’ a close of land and a house and contents
for her life. Daughter Beatrice Blackburn was left £80. Mary and Joseph, both still under 21, as their
christening records confirm, were provided for, while son William was made executor and a joint
trustee with a Mr John Wood. There were three witnesses, one being John Hardaker, probably ‘Owd
John #408, the Quaker of Rodley.

Given that Joseph married in 1728 and died in 1760, and assuming that he would have served a
longish apprenticeship as a cooper before he married, I deduce that he would have been born around
1700 or earlier. I have found no plausible record of his birth.

I presume that the burial of Esther Hardaker, widow of Bramley at Bramley St Peter on 25 Nov 1778
was the widow of Joseph. Oddly, there is also an Admon dated 4 June 1800 for Esther Hardaker,
widow of Bramley at the Borthwick Institute in which the administration of her estate is granted to her
son William. Could it possibly have taken 22 years to settle the matter? For now, therefore, it remains
unclear just when Esther née Ellis died.

Second Generation

Beatrice Hardaker #156, (1729- ) [Joseph #713]. She married a man called Blackburn, as we know
from her father’s will. I think she married Samuel Blackburn #574 at Leeds St Peter on 16 Jun 1754. I
have not followed her further.



William #157 (1732-1810) [Joseph #713)]. He followed his father and became a cooper, living at
Bramley.  The  apprenticeship  records  show that  William,  cooper  of  Bramley,  took  an  apprentice
William Hollings in June 1767.

Unlikely as it may seem, I think William married Hannah Rhodes #1371 at Hampsthwaite1 on 23 Apr
1764. That is the only marriage I can find that matches with the birth of what appears to have been his
first son, Joseph #227, born in 1765. Moreover, in the marriage record he was said to be a cooper of
Leeds, she of Hampsthwaite. 

I  think  that  Hannah  was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Hannah  Rhodes  and  was  christened  at
Hampsthwaite on 23 June 1743. 

William died in 1810 leaving a will in which he mentions only two children, Joseph #227 and Esther
#229, but no wife. However, the re-use of his mother’s name for a daughter convinces me that I have
the right parents for him.

I think his family was:

 Joseph #227, christened 15 Apr 1765 at Bramley St Peter.

 Elizabeth #228, christened 12 Mar 1769 at Bramley St Peter. She died in 1788, daughter of
William of Bramley, and was buried at Bramley St Peter on 2 Apr 1788.

 Esther #229, christened 18 Oct 1778 at Bramley St Peter.

The long gap between Elizabeth and Esther suggests either there are some missing children or that
William’s wife Hannah may have died after the birth of Elizabeth and that he remarried. The former
seems unlikely as the only children mentioned in William’s will  are Joseph and Esther, Elizabeth
apparently having died. I have failed to find a record of Hannah’s death or any convincing evidence
that William remarried.

Joseph #159 (1744-1782) [Joseph #713]. I think he first married Hannah Turner #326 at Leeds St
Peter on 16 Feb 1768, both of Leeds parish (which included Bramley). I believe that they had three
children:

 Jonathan #327, christened at Horsforth chapel on 2 June 1769, his father a labourer. I am
somewhat dubious about this record.

 Joseph #328, christened at Horsforth chapel on 17 Feb 1771, his father a cooper, which make
me more confident that I have the right parents.

 William #329, christened at Horsforth chapel on 21 Dec 1773, his father a cooper.

Then I believe that Hannah, the mother of these children, died in 1774 and was buried at Bramley St
Peter on 20 Mar of that year, wife of Joseph, said to be aged 26, so born about 1748. Probably she was
the Hannah Turner christened at  Bramley St Peter on 11 Apr 1747, daughter of Jonathan Turner,
adding some plausibility to the proposition that she was the mother of Jonathan above.

It seems that Joseph remarried four years later, to Sarah Walker #580 at Adel church on 17 June 1778.
They married by licence, he a cooper said to be aged 36 (perhaps a transcription error as he was about
34), she a spinster aged 24 of Adel, so born about 1754. I cannot locate a record of her birth.

This couple then had the following children:

 John #1444 born at Horsforth on 25 Jun 1778, just eight days after the marriage of his parents,
christened at Leeds St Peter on 15 Sep 1778, son of Joseph of Horsforth. I suspect he died
young.

 Elizabeth #346, christened at Horsforth chapel on 6 June 1779, daughter of Joseph, a cooper
of Horsforth. I suspect that she died in 1782 and was buried at Leeds St Peter.

1 Hampsthwaite is about 20 miles north of Bramley.



In the same year that Elizabeth died I believe that her father had been drowned. He was buried at
Bramley St Peter on 7 Jan 1782, said to be 39 years old (so b. c. 1743. Given the date, I wonder
whether  he  had  been  skating  on  thin  ice  and  fell  through.)  He  died  intestate.  On  4  Jan  1782
administration of the goods and chattels of Joseph Hardaker of Horsforth deceased who died intestate
was granted to Sarah Hardaker widow his relict. The estate was valued at £20.

I do not know what became of the Widow Sarah. She could perhaps have been the Sarah who died
aged 80 in 1836 at Idle Workhouse.  

Third Generation

Joseph #227 (1765 - ?) [William #157; Joseph #713].  Born at Bramley about 1765, christened at
Bramley St Peter on 15 April, son of William. I think he married Sarah Bateson #874 at Leeds St Peter
on 12 Feb 1797, both of Leeds parish, he a clothier, both signed their names. It seems they lived most
of their lives at Thorner, about 12 km NE of Leeds, on the opposite side of the city to Bramley. I have
found only three children:

 Hannah #875, born Thorner on 21 Dec 1799 and christened at Thorner church on 2 Feb 1800. 

 Joseph  #907,  whom  I  have  born  Horsforth  on  11  Jul  1811  and  christened  at  Bramley
Wesleyan Chapel on 2 Aug 1812. The birth at Horsforth seems odd, but the christening at
Bramley is more plausible given that was the home of grandfather William.

 Sarah #908, christened at Bramley Wesleyan Chapel on 11 Sep 1814.

Joseph,  the  father  of  these  children,  was  the  chief  beneficiary  under  his  fathers  will,  inheriting
property in Bramley.  At the time the will  was written in 1807 Joseph was described as living at
Thorner. If he returned to Bramley to occupy property there, it seems he later returned to Thorner.
Certainly, he was at Thorner in 1841, said to be 75, a farmer at Sandhills. At home with him was his
daughter Hannah #323, aged c. 40, with her husband Abraham Holmes, a smith, aged c. 50 and of
independent means. They had married on 21 March 1836 at Thorner St Peter. Also present was a John
Holmes, aged c. 50 whom I presume to be a relative of Abraham’s, probably an elder brother. There
was also Mary Shepherd present, aged c. 20, a farm servant.

Joseph lived to a good old age and was buried at Thorner St Peter on 27 May 1849, said to be aged
84. 

I have not found a convincing record of the birth of Sarah the wife. Nor have I found a record of her
death, although there is a rather odd record at  www.gravestonephotos.com   of an MI at Thorner for a
Sarah Hardaker, transcribed as being buried in 1893 aged 67. If there was a transcription error and the
date was 1823, that Sarah could have been Joseph’s wife, but that is very speculative.

Esther #229 (1778-1834?), [William #157; Joseph #713]. Born at Bramley, I think she probably
married James Hardaker #231 at Leeds St Peter on 10 Dec 1810, she a spinster OTP, he a clothier
OTP. She would have been about 32. 

After the marriage I have found no further record of her apart from a second-hand record of a will or
admon at  the  Borthwick  Institute  for  Esther  wife  of  James  in  September  1840.  That  seems  odd
because I thought that, in those days, any property of a woman belonged to her husband once she
married. There is some confusing evidence in the censuses for in the 1841 census we find James, 55, a
cloth maker of Town Street, Bramly living with presumably his daughter Mary aged 4 and a Hannah
Staples, 11, presumably a girl helping him with Mary and housework. By 1851 he was 67, a widower,
a clothier and schoolmaster, still at Town Street, Bramley, living with daughter Mary, 14. He reported
in that census that he was born in Bramley but I think he was the James #231 born in nearby Farsley,
about 3 km from Bramley, and christened at Calverley church on 6 Jul 1783, son of William #230. 

Mary his daughter was apparently born on 28 Oct 1836 at Bramley, daughter of James and Mary [sic].
She was christened at Bramley St Peter of 12 Feb the following year. If this was the James who had
married Esther in 1810, she must have died before 1836, but I cannot find a record of a death then or
later. James Hardaker of Bramley, a clothier, married Mary Holliday of Bramley, a widow, both OTP,
at Leeds St Peter on 10 Mar 1836 by banns. The record does not state that James was a widower, but

http://www.gravestonephotos.com/


that may not be significant, as neither is he recorded as a bachelor. Again, if this is the same James
marrying a second time, Esther must have died before this date. Until we can find a record of her
death, her fate remains a mystery. Presumably his daughter Mary #1398, born in about 1836, was a
child of this second marriage. 

Joseph  #328  (1771-  )  [Joseph  #159,Joseph  #713]. I  have  assumed  that  he  married  Mary
Barrowclough #393 at Leeds St Peter on 20 Sep 1795 when Joseph would have been about 24. Both
were ‘of this parish’, he a clothier, she a spinster. 

I have provisionally assigned the following children to them:

 Hannah #394,  christened 5 Sep 1796 at Armley Chapel,  daughter of Joseph and Mary of
Armley (recorded at Leeds St Peter).

 Joseph #395, christened 10 Nov 1799 at Armley Chapel, son of Joseph and Mary of Armley
(recorded at Leeds St Peter).

 Sarah #396, christened 11 Mar 1804 at Armley St Bartholomew, daughter of Joseph and Mary
of Armley (also recorded at Leeds St Peter).

 John #397, christened 19 Apr 1807 at Armley St Bartholomew, daughter of Joseph and Mary
of Armley (also recorded at Leeds St Peter). I think he died in 1809 and was buried at the
same church on 16 Nov.

William #329 (1773-1838),  [Joseph #159,Joseph #713].  I  have presumed that  this  man married
Margaret Bailey #390 at Guiseley St Oswald on 8 Oct 1797. It is my guess that she was the daughter
of Timothy and Mary, b. 1775 at Horsforth.

In discussion with a co-researcher,   Stephen Carr,  I  have tentatively concluded that  they had the
following children:

 Joseph #322, christened at Horsforth Chapel on 20 May 1798, son of William of Horsforth,
clothier.

 Hannah #323, christened at Horsforth Chapel on 4 Aug 1799, daughter of William, clothier. I
think she died in 1804 and was buried at Horsforth Chapel on 22 Jan of that year, daughter of
William, clothier of Horsforth.

 William #398,  christened at  Horsforth Chapel  on 24 May 1801,  son of  William,  clothier
(found only in the BTs)

 Mary #339, christened at Horsforth Chapel on 29 Apr 1803, daughter of William, clothier.

 Jonathan #400, christened at Horsforth Chapel on 24 Nov 1805, son of William, clothier.

 Elizabeth #401, born 20 Jan 1808, christened at the Leeds Old Wesleyan Chapel St Peters
Street on 20 Mar 1808, daughter of William and Margaret.

 Maria #402, born 23 Dec 1811, christened 1 Mar 1812 at Bramley Wesleyan Chapel, daughter
of William and Margaret.

 Ann #403, christened 11 Sep 1814 at Bramley Wesleyan Chapel.  (Perhaps the family had
moved to Bramley by this time, though I think not.)

The shift to Methodist chapels in 1808 is interesting. According to Slater’s  History of the Ancient
Parish of Guiseley (1880): ‘Wesleyan Methodism was introduced into Horsforth by its founder, John
Wesley, who used to preach in the open air, in barns of friendly farmers and occasionally in cottages.
Margaret Hardaker [I believe Margaret née Bailey, the mother of the above family], who died in 1867
at the advanced age of 96, stated that she remembered hearing Wesley preach at James Hardy’s
barn at  Low Fold,  at  afterwards at  Bell  Chapel.  She also remembered Richard Birdsall,  or Dicky
Birdsall as he was familiarly called, preach at Willow Green, in a room where there were two spinning
jennies covered with wool sheets.’ (Page 275.) 



Slater tells us that Wesley preached at the church at Horsforth on 3 May 1786 with what he described
as ‘a remarkable blessing’ Yet according to tradition, on one of his visits he was attacked by a mob
and driven out of the town, taking refuge in a chamber at Kirkstall Forge. 

Slater suggests that the first Wesleyan Chapel at Horsforth was built in 1799, but I suspect, based on
the above information, that it was not operational till some years later.2

Consistent with the comments of Slater above, I think Margaret nee Bailey was buried on 6 Feb 1867
aged 96, although I have conflicting records of where she was buried and where she was living at the
time of her death. However, I have decided to go with a record transcribed by the Wharfedale Family
History Group of Horsforth St. Margaret’s Burials 1838-1924 which states that she was buried at this
church, a resident of Yeadon. William, her husband, had been buried at the same church on 2 Feb
1838, said to be aged 67, which fits with his assumed birth.

There is confirmation that some of the above is correct from the censuses. Jonathan #400 did not
marry and stayed with his mother. In 1841 they were together at Rodley along with three of his sisters,
Mary #399, Maria #402 and Ann #403. All three were milliners. By 1851 just Jonathan and Margaret
were together at Rodley but next door was Margaret’s son Joseph #322 with his wife and family.
Jonathan and Margaret were again together in 1861 recorded as at Bramley, though probably still at
the same address as before.

Fourth Generation

I have not yet done a comprehensive search for families in this generation. 

2 There is a recently published book by John Burland, I think called History of the Grove Methodist Church,
Horsforth – 1759 to 2012, 64 pages, that might shed more light on the history of the chapel. I have yet to obtain
a copy.
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