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individuals in the Hardaker One-name Study1. 
 
Our interest in Richard HARDAKERs in Rawdon arises because we know that our ancestor 
Richard #270 married Betty OVEREND #271 at Calverley Church in 1770. Our challenge is 
to work out who this Richard was. 

Early Richards of Rawdon 
The first couple of Richards in Rawdon are easy to sort out mainly because both of them left 
wills.  
Richard #169, son of the first Roger of Rawdon #4 was born around 1645 and died in 1708. 
He was a Quaker and was one of the original Trustees of the Friends Meeting House in 
Rawdon. He did not marry until 1689 when he was about 44. His wife was Ruth DENISON 
#170, daughter of Thomas DENISON #2636. She died in the same year as her husband. The 
couple did not have any children.  
Next comes Richard #139, youngest son of Roger #12 and grandson of the first Roger of 
Rawdon #4. He was born at Rawdon in 1693 and his baptism was recorded at both Guiseley 
Church and Rawdon Church on June 5 of that year. (We presume that the ceremony took 
place at Rawdon.) He first married Mary MASHALL #98, youngest daughter of Samuel 
MARSHALL #388 of Horsforth Cragg. The couple were married at Guiseley Church on 11 
November 1725 and had one daughter, Elizabeth #99, born in 1727. She was baptised at 
Rawdon Church on July 23 1726 and was buried there on March 14 1727 when only about 
eight months old. It seems that the couple did not have any more children, and certainly none 
who survived to be mentioned in Richard’s will. 
Mary lived to be 64, dying in 1753. She was buried at Rawdon Church on June 15 of that 
year, two days after her death.  
Richard remarried on October 31 1754 to Rose HODGSON, née MOSS #575, the widow of 
William HODGSON #576 and daughter of Matthew MOSS #585. She was about 53 when 
they married, whist Richard was about 61. Naturally there were no children from this union. 
Next there came three more Richards in quick succession in the early 1700s: 

• Richard #61 son of Roger of Yeadon #17, baptised August 1704 at Guiseley Church; 

• Richard #54 son of Roger of Rawdon #29, baptised February 1704/52 at Rawdon 
Church (and also recorded at Guiseley); 

 
1  “Hardaker One-name Study” database on http://hardakerfamily.id.au 



Page 2  

• Richard #56 son of Joshua(y) of Rawdon #14, born April and baptised May 1707 at 
Guiseley Church. 

Because of the closeness of their births and the dearth of other clues, it is almost impossible 
to sort these three out in terms of who married whom and had which children. Some clues 
come from the early wills. Richard #139, brother of Roger of Rawdon #29 (listed above) left 
a will dated 1763 in which he bequeaths £5 to his brother’s son Richard #54.  We know from 
this that Richard son of Roger of Rawdon was alive in 1763 (when he would have been about 
58). Joshua of Rawdon #14 left a will dated January 1711/12 leaving £30 to his son Richard 
#56 (he would have been about 5 at the time). None of the wills seem to mention Richard, 
son of Roger of Yeadon but nor have we found evidence of his early burial. 
One of the two fathers called Roger moved to Adel. We think that was Roger of Rawdon 
#293. We think that his son Richard #54 then married Jane CLOUGH #383 at Adel Church in 
1736.4 They were probably the parents of Mary #722 who was apparently baptised on Boxing 
Day 1737 at Chapel Allerton Church. We also have a record of the burial of Mary, wife of 
Richard, at Chapel Allerton on 8 March 1737 but we suspect that this is an error and that it 
was Mary the daughter who died, not Jane his wife.5 However, I do believe that Jane also 
died, although we have no record of her death or burial. We are led to this view because a 
Richard HARDAKER married Ellen NICKSON #694 at Chapel Allerton Church in June 27 
1742. This marriage too may have ended in grief, for Ellen HARDACRE of Woodhouse was 
buried at Leeds Parish Church on April 12 1743. In the IGI she is said to be the wife of 
Richard, but that is not confirmed in the copy of the register available on Ancestry.com, or 
any of the more reliable register transcripts (eg, Thoresby). The failure to describe her as a 
daughter does support that view that the person buried was an adult. 
A Richard HARDAKER baptised a son Joshua #897 at Chapel Allerton Church in 1750 (and 
born that year). It is difficult to explain this baptism because we cannot find another likely 
marriage of Richard #54 following the apparent death of second wife Ellen. One possibility is 
that the Ellen buried in 1743 was not Ellen NICKSON.  We have no other information that 
can help resolve this matter either way. 

Richards living in the mid 1700s 
Two more Richards had families in the mid-1700s. First, there is a single record of Samuel, 
son of Richard, baptised at Rawdon on March 20 1747/8. The register gives no clues as to 
who the father and mother were. One possibility comes from the marriage that is to be found 
in the Register kept by the early itinerant Nonconformist minister Rev Oliver Heywood and 
his successor, known as The Northowram Register. Here there is a record that Richard 
Hardaker of Crag married Alice Holdsworth of Northowram on 20 December 1733. This 
marriage was also recorded in the Halifax church register and may have been performed there, 

                                                                                                                                                        
2  Up until 1752 the year ended on 24th March. This baptism recorded February 1704 would be considered to have occurred 
in 1705 based on the modern calendar. 
3  See analysis in Appendix A. 
4  The parish of Adel was much larger in those days than today and included parts of what are now Horsforth. 
5   On the other hand, there was an Ann Hardaker, single women of Headingley, buried at Adel Church on November 18 
1783. She could have been Richard’s daughter Ann, in which case Jane his wife may have died, perhaps by then having 
become known as Ann. 



Page 3  

although Rev Oliver Heywood is reported to have copied details of Nonconformist 
ceremonies to the church at Halifax for inclusion in the registers. Richard was recorded as ’of 
Guiseley Parish‘ and Alice was ’of Northowram‘. There are many places called Crag in 
Yorkshire so it is not clear which is referred to in this record. Both Northowram and Halifax 
are south of Bradford, so quite far from Rawdon. However, there are four things that suggest 
that this Richard may very well have been from Rawdon. First, the reference to Guiseley 
parish in the Halifax register entry. Second, Crag Chapel, later to become Buckstone Baptist 
Chapel, was perhaps the first Baptist Chapel in Yorkshire. It grew out of Dissenting groups 
around Rawdon of which John Hardaker of Rawdon #7 was an active member – the Rev 
Oliver Heywood visited John at Rawdon Hall on a number of occasions, according to his 
diaries. Third, a Richard Hardaker and an Alice Hardaker both signed a covenant to 
Buckstone Baptist Chapel in November 1755.6 Although they are not specifically recorded as 
husband and wife, they are the only two Hardakers who signed. We know of only the one 
case of a Richard Hardaker who married an Alice in the general area at around this time. 
Fourth, an Ales (sic) Hardaker was buried at Buckstone Chapel in 1785. We think we can be 
confident that she was the Alice Holdsworth who married a Richard of Rawdon, and that both 
partners were Baptists, attending Rawdon Buckstone Baptist Chapel. 
The Richard who married Alice Holdsworth was evidently a Nonconformist and if he was 
from Rawdon and worshipped at the Baptist Chapel as we suspect, including recording the 
names of his children there between about 1734 and 17537, we would have no record of them. 
On the other hand, if that was the case, it is not clear why Samuel born in 1750 should have 
been baptised at the Established Church. Whatever the reason, we do know that this is not a 
unique set of circumstances. An example is Hannah, daughter of Richard Hardaker born 
about 1759 or 1760 listed in Appendix B.  She was named at Buckstone chapel in July 1760, 
and then apparently baptised at Rawdon chapel a year later (aged 2).  Although the Baptists 
did not favour the baptism of infants, some parents may have opted to have their children 
baptised because of a misconception that unbaptised children might be regarded in law as 
illegitimate and so unable to inherit from their parents.  It is remotely possible that this 
Hannah is the daughter of Richard and Alice. Richard would have been in his 50s, and 
presumably capable of fathering a child. Alice (b. 1712) would have been about 47 or 48. 
While rare, we have several other examples of women of this age giving birth to a child. 
Hence we think it is possible that Richard and Alice were the parents of Samuel son of 
Richard baptised at Rawdon in 1747/48.  
At about the same time, another Richard Hardaker was baptising children in Bradford. The 
first record so far discovered was of Ann baptised in 1745, followed by Thomas in 1748, then 
Elizabeth in 1751, Benjamin and Joseph in 1754, and Dicky in 1756. There were also two 
unnamed infants buried at Bradford, one in 1746, one in 1760, as well as a son William 

 
6   The information comes from ‘Church Books’ kept at Rawdon Buckstone Baptist Chapel. These books were 
not registers but rather dealt with administrative matters and matters of faith. For several years the books were 
missing but finally turned up in the Library of the Yorkshire Archaeological Society at ‘Claremont’ in Leeds, 
where we were able to consult them and copy much of the contents. Unfortunately, the Society had to abandon 
the premises and the library has been given to the Brotherton Library of Leeds University. At last report, there is 
not yet any public access to the transferred material. 
7  1753 being the earliest birth date listed in the known records for Cragg/Buckstone Baptist Chapel (first built 
in 1712). 
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buried in 1763. The register entries tell us little about Richard except that he was living in 
Bradford. 
It is almost certain that the mother of these children was Mary Northrop #715, who married a 
Richard Hardaker ’of Bradford‘ at Bradford Parish Church on November 19 1744. 
A hint that this Richard was from the Rawdon area come from the fact that a Richard from 
Bradford was buried at Horsforth Chapel on 21 June 1770. Mary, his widow, may have been 
buried at Bradford Parish Church on September 24 1780. 
Who then were these two Richard Hardakers, one of Rawdon and one of Bradford? Both 
appear from the (possibly incomplete) evidence to have started families in the mid-1700s, 
rather late for men born in the first decade of the century. It might seem more likely, for 
example, that Richard father of Samuel born in 1750 might himself have been born about 
1720 to 1730. And indeed there was a Richard Hardaker, son of William, yeoman of Rawdon, 
baptised at Rawdon Church on June 4 1721. However, it seems almost certain that he died as 
an infant, because William buried a son Richard at Rawdon Church on October 9 1721. So it 
seems that the only candidates we have for the two families of Richards mentioned above are 
two of the three born between 1704 to 1707. Deciding which was which is almost impossible.  
To recap, the two possibilities are: 

1. Richard son of Roger of Yeadon (b. about 1704) moved to Bradford and married 
Mary Northrop, and Richard son of Joshua of Rawdon (b. 1707) married Alice 
Holdsworth (at Halifax), and returned to Rawdon to father Samuel (and possibly other 
children for whom we have no known record).  The case for this option hinges solely 
on the idea that Richard b. Rawdon is more likely to have returned there following his 
marriage, hence leaving Richard b. Yeadon as the one who moved to Bradford. Or, 

2. Richard son of Roger of Yeadon married Alice Holdsworth, and Richard son of 
Joshua of Rawdon moved to Bradford and married Mary Northrop.  The case for this 
option is that Roger of Yeadon is the son of John #7, a leading dissenter of his day, 
and who we know was associated with Rev. Oliver Haywood from Northowram.  We 
believe John died in 1692, several years before Richard’s birth, but his non-
conformist influence may have been passed on through Roger to Richard.  We have 
limited information on Roger, not enough to determine whether he was a non-
conformist himself.   Further, John #7’s association with Oliver Haywood might 
explain how Richard came to know Alice Holdsworth, who’s family were noted non-
conformists living in the Northowram area8. 

Richard and Mary née Northrop had, we think, at least nine children.  Unfortunately, the 
names given to these children provide no assistance in determining this Richard’s parentage. 
With very little to choose between the two options above, we have for now opted for the 
second of these on a balance of probabilities basis unless and until further evidence comes to 
light. 

 
 

 
8  The marriage of Alice’s parents, Solomon Holdsworth and Anne Shelton, and the births of the couple’s children were all 
recorded in the Northowram (non-conformist) Register. 
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Appendix A – Children to a Roger/Rodger Hardaker born between 1655 and 1730 
 

 
Notes: 

1. We know about this marriage from the Rawdon Church Monument/Memorial 
Inscriptions.  Roger and his wife Margaret were buried together in 1725/1728. 
(http://hardakerfamily.id.au/showmedia.php?mediaID=71&medialinkID=326). 

2. We have assumed that these records are for the same child.  It may be an error with 
the baptism recorded both at Guiseley Church and Rawdon Chapel, or could in fact be 
that the child was baptised twice on the same day in two places.  It is also possible 
that these are two different Richards, baptised on the same day at different places by 
two different Rogers. 

3. It seems certain that we are missing a marriage around 1703. We have two Richards 
born six months apart baptised at different location, one of Roger of Yeadon, the other 
to Roger of Rawdon.  We know from her MI that Margaret, wife of Roger baptising 
children between 1670 and 1693, was born around 1650.  This would make her about 
54 in 1704 when the two Richards were born, which effectively rules her out as the 
possible mother. 

Conclusion: Between 1704 and 1713 we have at least two Rogers baptising children.  A 
potential explanation is that the one residing at Yeadon, who married Ann, was the father of 
Richard (1704) and Mary (1707).   A second Roger, wife’s name not known, baptised 
Richard in 1704, moved to Adel and then baptised Elizabeth (1706), Rachel (1708) and Anne 
(1713). 
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Appendix B – Children to a Richard Hardaker born between 1700 and 1780 
 

 
Notes: 

1. We have assumed that this is the same child recorded in both the Guiseley and 
Rawdon registers.  Like Richard in Appendix A, this was most likely an error. 

2. We have a likely burial for Ellen HARDAKER in April 1743.  If this is Ellen who 
married Richard at Chapel Allerton in 1742, then she cannot be the mother of Josh[ua] 
born 1750.  This would suggest that Richard must have married again, however we 
have no record of this. 

3. Same person, named (Baptist ceremony) and later baptised. 
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