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This paper details the evidence we have in support of the theory that Susy daughter of William 
Hardaker of Eccleshill, a Comber, baptised 12 Nov 1786 at Bradford parish church (now Bradford 
Cathedral) is in fact the daughter and first child of William Hardaker #306 and Elizabeth Briggs #642.

For a very long time we had assumed that Susy was the daughter of William Hardaker #117 and 
Elizabeth Brown #311. This on the basis that it is fairly certain that this couple moved from Horsforth 
to Eccleshill most likely around the time of Susy’s birth.  We know this in part because their last two 
children, John (1793) and Hannah (1797), were baptised at Rawdon chapel with parents William and 
Elizabeth recorded as “of Eccleshill”.

The baptism of Susy at Bradford church in 1786 never seemed to quite fit with the rest of William and
Elizabeth (Brown)’s children, partially because the couple consistently used Horsforth and Rawdon 
chapels for their other children, even after moving to Eccleshill, but also because William was 
recorded as a clothier in many of the other baptisms, but never as a comber.  However with no other 
William Hardakers known of at Eccleshill around this time, we had assigned Susy to this couple on a 
best-guess basis, and that is how things remained for many years.

We are quite confident that this Susy, regardless of who her parents might have been, married Samuel 
Firth on 17 Aug 1807 at Guiseley church.  The couple can be found together at Chapeltown, Rawdon 
in the 1841 census1:

Samuel and Susannah are both recorded as 50(-54), so born about 1787-1791. With them is William    
(20), Jane (15), Sarah (12), Magaret (15) and Betty Gawthorp aged 75(-79).  More on Betty later.  
Samuel is a Clothier, William is a Cloth dresser.  All were noted as born in Yorkshire county.

In the 1851 census2 they are still at Chapeltown, Rawdon:

1  Ancestry.com (Class: HO107; Piece: 1313; Book: 7; Civil Parish: Guiseley; County: Yorkshire; Enumeration District: 8; Folio: 24; 
Page: 40; Line: 14; GSU roll: 464269)

2  FindMyPast.com (Archive reference HO107; Piece number 2285; Folio 250; Page 24)
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Samuel is 63 (born abt 1788), a cloth weaver, born Rawdon. Susan is 54 (born abt 1787), born 
Eccleshill.  With them is daughter Sarah (22) “At Home”, born Rawdon, two apprentices John Bingley
and Emanuel Dale, and Samuel Firth aged 5, a scholar, and grandson to Samuel.

With these two records we are able to match Susan/Susannah to Susy born 1787 at Eccleshill, father 
William with some confidence.

Making the Case

Our hypothesis is that Susy born 1787 at Eccleshill was the first child born to William Hardaker and 
Elizabeth née Briggs who were married at Guiseley church on 30 Jul 1786.  The full make up of their 
family with the addition of Susy being listed in the table below.

Table 1: Children of William Hardaker and Elizabeth née Briggs

Child’s 
name

Birth/Bapt. date Bapt. Place Parents names Residing Father’s 
occupation

Susy b. 12 Nov 1786 Bradford church William Eccleshill Comber

Hannah b. 13 Mar 1788 Rawdon chapel William & Elizabeth Rawdon Comber

Sally b. 10 Feb 1790 Rawdon chapel William & Elizabeth Rawdon Wool comber

William bp. 16 Dec 1792 Rawdon chapel William & Elizabeth Rawdon

Elizabeth bp. 1 Feb 1795 Rawdon chapel William & Elizabeth Rawdon

Seth bp. 26 Feb 1797 Rawdon chapel William & Elizabeth Rawdon

John bp. 28 Apr 1799 Rawdon chapel William & Elizabeth Rawdon Clothmaker

Margaret bp. 14 Mar 1802 Rawdon chapel William & Elizabeth Rawdon

Ann bp.  5 Aug 1804 Rawdon chapel William & Elizabeth Rawdon Clothier

Richard bp. 31 Aug 1806 Rawdon chapel William & Elizabeth Rawdon Clothier

Mary bp. 25 Nov 1810 Rawdon chapel William & Elizabeth Rawdon Clothier

The evidence presented below provides a reasonable case for Susy to be part of this family even 
though on first examination this may seem somewhat unlikely, particularly given that she was born 
around four months after the marriage of William and Elizabeth.  Each piece of information on its own
is by no means compelling, and many could on face value be nothing more than a coincidence.  It is 
the combination of multiple small clues that makes our case.

Exhibit A

One of the witnesses at Samuel Firth and Susannah’s marriage in 1807 was a John Graham, who 
signed his name:
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The name John Graham appears about eight times as a witness to marriages at Guiseley church 
between 1800 and 18193.  We don’t know whether this is the same person in each case, however one 
of these marriages was between William Mortimer and Hannah Hardaker in December 1810:

Again John Graham signed his name, and while it is difficult to be certain, the signatures appear 
similar.

There are a number of strong candidates for this Hannah with the name being very popular at the time.
One of these is the Hannah listed in Table 1.  We have been unable to find William and Hannah in the 
1841/1851 UK census records, and hence we are not able to confirm that this is Hannah born 1788 at 
Rawdon based on their ages and/or places of birth.

The appearance of John Graham as witness for both marriages may be nothing more than a 
coincidence, however it could indicate a family link between Susannah and Hannah.

Exhibit B

We have a possible marriage for John Graham, witness to both Susannah and Hannah Hardaker’s 
marriages in 1807 and 1810.  The marriage is to Sarah Spencer in 1806:

John did sign his name.  There are some similarities to the other two signatures (different quills could 
easily result in differences in signatures, and it must be remembered that literate people at the time 
may have had little opportunity to practice their signature).  It is difficult to be certain that all 
signatures belong to the same person, but it is certainly plausible.

3  http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/YKS/WRY/Guiseley/index.html (Guiseley church marriage registers for 1800-1809 & 1810-1819)
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We note the witness William Hardaker who made his mark.  We have record of about 14 William 
Hardakers born between about 1750 and 1780 who could have been this witness.  We are quite 
confident that a number of these died while still very young, but the number of options is still quite 
high.

Our best candidates for Williams who were illiterate are the William who married Elizabeth Brown 
(and to whom we have previously attributed Susy), the William who married Elizabeth Briggs, and the
William (son of William and Elizabeth Briggs) who married Mary Walton in 1815.

This then presents the possibility that William who witnessed John Graham’s marriage is connected to
Susannah (married Samuel Firth) and Hannah (married William Mortimer).

Exhibit C

We believe that Seth son of William and Elizabeth listed in Table 1 married Mary Midgley in 1825.   
The relative rarity of the name Seth allows us to be reasonably confident about this marriage.

We can see that one of the witnesses to this marriage was Samuel Firth (who made his mark).  This is 
perhaps the strongest evidence so far that the family of William and Elizabeth Briggs have a close link
to the Firth family.  Referring back to the marriage record for Samuel Firth and Susannah Hardaker, it 
appears that Samuel was able to sign his name, which suggests that he was not the person who 
witnessed Seth and Sarah’s marriage.  However a closer examination of the record shows similarities 
between the two copies of the groom and bride’s names on the document opening the possibility that 
Samuel did not in fact sign his name, but that this was not recorded at the time.

Exhibit D

We believe that Mary daughter of William and Elizabeth listed in Table 1 married John Carlisle in 
1831.  At witness to this marriage was a John Firth (quite possibly the son of Samuel and Susannah).   
This is further evidence that the Firth family were closely linked to the family of William Hardaker 
and Elizabeth Briggs.
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Exhibit E

A closer examination of the 1841 census record for Samuel and Susannah Firth shows something of 
interest. Living next door is John Carlisle, wife Mary née Hardaker with two young children.  
Recorded on the next page, and two doors from John and Mary we find Seth Hardaker, wife Sarah and
their family:

This suggests a possible family connection between Susannah, Seth and Mary.

Exhibit D

We return to the 1851 census where Samuel and Susan(nah) were recorded still living at Chapeltown, 
Rawdon.  On the previous page, and hence living close by we find the family of Seth and Sarah 
Hardaker.  Next door to them are Robert and Ann (née Hargill).  As best we can determine, Robert and
Seth are only very distantly related, so their close proximity in 1851 seems to be coincidental.  
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Exhibit E

We are fortunate to have a transcript of a memoir written about William Hardaker who married 
Elizabeth Briggs4.  In part this says:

William (the subject of this memoir) was the third [son of William and Susannah Briggs]; at a 
proper age he was put an apprentice to the trade of a Woolcomber, which he faithfully served. 
When he had left his home and got from under parental authority, he became fond of company 
which led him to indulge in immoral habits and frequently to plunge into acts of intemperance; 
nor did he cease from them until arrested by the power of Divine Grace. When he was about 24 
years of age [c 1786] was married to [Elizabeth Briggs] and in the year 1788 he was led in the 
course of Divine Providence to Leeds to hear the late Rev. Mr. Percival preach and whilst 
listening to the sermon of that good man from "Christ opening the yes of blind Bartimeus", his 
spiritual eyes were opened and he saw his state and condition as a sinner. He returned home, 
labouring under great distress; his convictions for sin were deep, and he felt keenly the 
bitterness of the wormwood and the gall; he had no rest day or night until he found it in the 
pardoning love of Christ.

We note several key points.  First, William left home (Horsforth/Rawdon area) to apprentice as a wool
comber.  We do not know where this was, but it opens up the possibility that it was at Eccleshill 
(closer to Leeds).  Second, he was in Leeds in 1788, although we do not know whether this was as a 
visitor or because he was living nearby.  Third, after hearing the sermon in 1788 he returned home (to 
Horsforth/Rawdon).

This presents the possibility that William moved to Eccleshill in his teens to apprentice as a wool 
comber. He meets (or already knows) Elizabeth Briggs and gets her pregnant.  They marry in July 
1786 and Susy is born in November of the same year.  She is baptised at Bradford church (father 
William, a comber, of Eccleshill).  In 1788 William, Elizabeth and Susy return to Rawdon and raise 
their family there.

This helps explain how Susy met and married Samuel Firth (of Rawdon), and remained there to raise a
family.  If she had grown up at Eccleshill, it is rather more likely that she would have married 
someone from that area and remained living there.  This was the case for several of the children of 
William and Elizabeth née Brown (Christopher, Samuel and John).

Exhibit F

The above mentioned memoir (original source unknown) is attributed to an Ada Hick.  We have 
access to genealogical research by others that Jane Firth, daughter of Samuel and Susan(nah) married 
Miles Sheard.  Miles and Jane had a daughter Mary who married a Quintin Hick in 1871.  We have 
not been able to determine whether Ada Hick (associated with William’s memoir) is directly related to
Quintin Hick and wife Mary, but it certainly seems plausible.

This provides a somewhat tenuous connection between Ada Hick and William via Susan(nah) Firth 
née Hardaker.

4  Full transcript is attached as a note to William #306 (http://hardakerfamily.id.au/getperson.php?personID=I306&tree=tree3)
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Summary

We have a plausible explanation for how William happened to be living in Eccleshill for the birth of 
daughter Susy.

We have various evidence that points to a family connection between the Firth family and that of 
William and Elizabeth Briggs.

Lastly, in the course of this research we have not come up with anything that would seem to support 
our previous “best guess” theory that Susy belonged to William and Elizabeth Brown.  The only thing 
in favour of that theory is that we have good evidence that the couple moved to Eccleshill around the 
time of Susy’s birth.

We believe that the collective set of evidence supports the theory that Susy born 1786 was the 
daughter of William Hardaker and Elizabeth Briggs, born at Eccleshill just before the family moved 
back to Rawdon.  This theory cannot be said to be conclusive, rather a case of balance of probability 
in favour.

Betty Gawthorp (living with Samuel and Susannah in 1841)

We believe this person was the Elizabeth Firth who married William Gawthorp at Guiseley church in 
1805 presumably some time after the death of her first husband.  From this we conclude that 
Betty/Elizabeth was most likely Samuel’s mother.  The marriage of Elizabeth to her first husband was 
recorded at Guiseley church on 27 Aug 1786.  The groom’s name was Joseph Forth and the bride’s 
was Elisabeth Hardaker.  The most likely candidate for Elisabeth is Betty #119 daughter of Samuel 
Hardaker and Mary Burrows, born about 1763.  Our research does not suggest a close family link 
between William #307 and this Betty (we have them as third cousins), meaning that this additional 
connection between the Firths and Hardakers is apparently nothing more than a random coincidence.
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