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According to our best guesses, Fred was a member of the ninth generation of descendants of Roger 
Hardaker of Rawdon who died in 1667. Here is the line of descent we have assumed:

G1. Roger #4 (? - 1667) = Alice Marshall #9 (? - 1678)

(m 1636)

G2. John #7 (1638 - 1692) = Agnes Mitchill #377 (? - 1667)

(m 1662)

G3. John #16 (1663 - 1723) = Mercy Wilkinson #44 (1678 - 1752)

(m 1702)

G4. Joseph #45 (1702 - 1760) = Esther Ellis #155 (c 1705 -1778) 

(m. 1728)

G5. Joseph #159 (1743 - 1782) = Hannah Turner #326 (c. 1747 - 1774)

(m 1768)

G6. William #329 (1773 - 1838) = Margaret Bailey #390 (1775 - ?)

(m 1797)

G7. Joseph #322 (1798 - 1838) = Mary Foster #404 (1800 - ?)

(m 1822)

G8. Joseph #408 (1827 - ?) = Sarah Barrett #713 (c. 1833 - ?)

(m 1856)

G9. Fred #3079 (1861 – 1935) = Louisa Beck #3082 (1861 - ?)

(m 1888)

Generations 9 and 10

In the 1871 UK Census it is reported that Fred was born at Rodley in about 1862, son of Joseph and 
Sarah Hardaker. He was probably the Fred Hardaker whose birth was registered at Hunslet in the 
third quarter of 1861 (v.9b, p 229). We think he died 7 Oct 1935 at 21 Wesley Terrace, Leeds, aged 
74. (Calendars of Probate). His death was probably registered at Leeds South in the fourth quarter of
that year (v 9b, p.530). Probate was granted on 15 Nov 1935 to Freddie Hardaker, aeroplane 
inspector, we think his grand-son. Total effects were £293 17s. (In the order of $37,000 Australian in 
2019). 

Fred had married Louisa Liversedge at Calverley St Wilfrid on Christmas Day 1888. He was said to 
have been 27, a bachelor, a spinner of Bramley, son of Joseph, a weaver. She was said to be 24, a 
widow (very young), a mill-hand of Idle, daughter of George Beck, a boatman. One of the two 
witnesses was Lily Hardaker, probably Fred’s sister Lillian Gertrude Hardaker (1865 - ?).
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Louisa née Beck had previously married William Liversedge at Bradford St Peter on 13 Jan 1883. She 
was recorded as 19, a spinster of Bermondsey1, Bradford, daughter of George Beck, a boatman. 
William was said to be 20, a carter of the same place in Bradford, son of John deceased, a (horse-
drawn) cabdriver.

Louisa and William Liversedge must have had at least two children because in the home of Fred and 
Louisa in 1901 we find:

 Alice Liversedge, a daughter aged 16, a worker in a worsted mill, born Idle c. 1885
 Willie Liversedge, a son aged 14, a piecer in a cloth mill, also born Idle c 1887. 

It is not possible to be sure without buying the certificate, but we think William Liversedge, first 
husband of Louisa, probably died in the third quarter of 1886, his death being registered at Hunslet, 
vol. 9b, p. 202. He was said to be 24.

Fred and Louisa had children of their own. In 1891 Fred and Louisa were in Bramley. They had with 
them:

 John W Hardaker, son aged 5, a scholar, born Apperley c. 1886
 Alice Hardaker, daughter aged 7, a scholar, born Apperley c. 1884
 Albert Hardaker, son aged 2, born Rodley c. 1889.

Of these three children, only Albert was born after the marriage of Fred and Louisa, so it seems that 
John and Alice were actually fathered by William Liversedge. Presumably, the W for John’s middle 
name stood for Willie or William and by 1901 he evidently was recorded as plain Willie Liversedge, 
as listed below. 

By 1901 the family was listed as:

 Alice Liversedge, (previously Hardaker) daughter aged 16, a weaver, born Idle c. 1885.
 Willie Liversedge, (previously John W Hardaker) son aged 14, a piecer in a cloth mill, born 

Idle c. 1887
 Albert Hardaker, son aged 11, born Bramley c. 1890
 Walter Hardaker, son aged 7, born Bramley c. 1894
 Charles A Hardaker, son 4, born Bramley c. 1897
 Elsie Hardaker, daughter aged 3, born Bramley c. 1898
 Harry Hardaker, son aged 8 months, born Bramley c. 1900. 

Also in the household in 1901 was Ann Beck, a boarder and widow, aged 77, born Skipton, 
presumably Louisa’s mother.

The birth of a Charles Arthur Hardaker (above) was registered in the fourth quarter of 1896 at 
Bramley. (v.9b, p.340). It seems very likely that he was the Charles A Hardaker who married Nellie 
Sunderland in 1922, the marriage being registered at Bramley in the fourth quarter of that year (v. 
9b, p.667).

In the 1911 Census at Bramley, (District 499, ED 11, Piece 26867) in the household of Charles Richard
Fidler we find:

1 Although Brian grew up in and around Bradford, he had never heard of part of the city called Bermondsey 
and could not find it in the A to Z of Bradford.
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 Fred Hardaker 49, a general labourer in the Rodley crane works. He was born Rodley, 
married for 22 years

 Louisa Hardaker 45, wife and mother of 7 children, 6 still alive, born at Apperley Bridge
 Walter Hardaker son,17, single. We cannot read the occupation but he worked in the local 

crane works, like his father. He was born Rodley
 C A Hardaker son, 14, a mule piecer, born Rodley
 Elsie Hardaker daughter, 13, cannot read occupation, born Rodley
 Harry Hardaker son, 10, at school, born Rodley
 Fredy (sic) Hardaker son 4, at school, born Rodley.

We presume that Fredy was the one whose birth was registered at Bramley in the fourth quarter of 
1906 (vol. 9b, p. 294). 

We have been told by other researchers that the half-brothers2 Albert (Hardaker) and William 
(Liversedge) went to Australia around 1910-1912. What happened to them after they arrived?

Albert Hardaker

The Electoral Roll for 1931 reveals that Albert Hardaker of 3 Ridgway West, a blacksmith was living at
Yallourn, Victoria.

Yallourn in the La Trobe Valley was a company town built between the 1920s and 1950s to house 
employees of the State Electricity Company of Victoria, which operated the nearby Yallourn Power 
Station complex. We can guess that Albert worked as a blacksmith in the power station complex. 
However, later expansion of the adjacent open-cut brown coal mine led to the closure and removal 
of the town in the 1980s. 

Albert must have been well paid for it seems he started a bus company in Yallourn, substantiated by 
an extract from the Victoria Government Gazette of 27 Nov 1935 of an application to establish a bus 
service:

Note there is no mention here of Albert’s half-brother John William Liversedge/Hardaker. While it 
appears the pair travelled to Australia at about the same time, it seems they must have separated by
this time.

With the closure of Yallourn, it seems that Albert and his wife Hannah moved to Morwell in Victoria 
where they built a rather fine house at 103 Princes Drive Morwell about 1940. Morwell is not far 
from the previous location of Yallourn. They were still there in 1934 and 1936.

According to the Latrobe City Heritage Study 2005, the house at 103 Princes Drive was heritage 
listed. In the appendix to the report it is stated:

The exact date of the house at 103 Princes Drive, Morwell is not known, however, it is thought to 
have been built c. 1941 for Albert and Hannah Hardaker.

Rate book and title records show that 265 acres of parts 45 and 46 were bought by Reginald Davey in 
1939, for a price of £120, and subdivided. Albert and Hannah Hardaker are listed as owning lot 16 PS 

2 Half-brothers/sisters share one parent. Step-brothers/sister share no parents.
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14694, station street, in 1939/40, valued at £55, which is when the house was probably built. In 
1940/41 they sold it to Mrs Evelyn Jane Cooley.

A recent photo of a house at 103 Princes Drive Morpeth 
(Perhaps not the one that was heritage listed – the houses in the street may have been

renumbered.) 

Having discovered that Albert had a wife called Hannah, we looked for a marriage. It is clear that he 
married before leaving England for Australia. An Albert Hardaker, bachelor of 21 Kirkham Street, 
Rodley, a blacksmith, son of Fred a machinist, married Hannah Elizabeth Gaunt, 20, a spinster of 20 
Chapeltown, Pudsey, daughter of William Henry Gaunt, a weaver. The marriage was at the Parish 
Church of Pudsey on 4 March 1911 (WYAS P88/3/2). The marriage was registered at North Bierley in 
the first quarter of 1911 with the bride recorded as Hannah E Gaunt. (v. 9b, p. 34).  The couple can 
be found living at Farsley in the 1911 census records.  Albert, born about 1890 at Rodley, occupation 
Blacksmith.  Hannah Elizabeth born the same year, born at Pudsey, occupation Weaver.

Evidently Albert and Hannah had children together, including daughters Mollie and her older sister 
whose forename is yet to be established. These things we know from the Morwell Advertiser of 30 
January 1941, which had the following report:

Gardiner-Hardaker

St. John's Church, Yallourn, tastefully decorated by friends of the bride, formed the setting for a pretty 
wedding on the 25th inst., when the Rev. C. Chambers united in marriage, Mollie, younger daughter of Mr 
and Mrs A. Hardaker, of Morwell, and Stewart James, a son of the late Mr J. Gardiner and Mrs J. Gardiner, 
of Wodonga.

The bride looked charming as she entered the church with her uncle, Mr A. Cook, by whom she was given 
away.

She was daintily frocked in dusky pink repptide with accessories to match. She wore a topknot of blue and 
pink flowers, from which fell a shoulder length veil of blue net, and carried a trail of shaded hydrangea and 
maiden hair fern.

The Matron of Honour was her sister, Mrs W. Bingham, who wore a frock of powder blue romaine with 
blue accessories, a topknot of pink flowers, and carried a semi posy bouquet of apricot tinted dahlias. -

The bride's mother was gowned in black seventh-heaven, relieved with white and carried a posy of pink 
carnations.

The bridegroom's mother wore a black ensemble, and carried a posy of crimson pom pom dahlias.

The best man was Mr H. Morris, of Yallourn.

Miss Hicks played the "Bridal March" as the bride entered the church, Gounod’s "Guardian Angel" and "A 
Pastorale" during the signing of the register, and Mendelssohn's "Wedding March" as the bridegroom led 
his bride down the aisle.
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The wedding breakfast was held at the Yallourn Guest House, where the usual felicitous toasts were 
proposed and honoured, and a number of congratulatory telegrams were read. Later the happy couple left 
by car for the honeymoon, which is being spent touring. The bride travelled in a grey frock with navy 
accessories.

Mr and Mrs S. J. Gardiner's future home will be in Morwell.

The above raises a question about who Uncle A Cook was. If a true uncle he should have shared a 
surname with Albert or Hannah, yet evidently, he did not.

Mollie’s birth was registered in Victoria in 1914, daughter of ‘Albt Hardaker’, mother’s maiden name 
Garnet, Reference number 12795 (Victoria Birth Index). Garnet could be a mis-transcription of 
Gaunt. 

There is also a rather odd record in the Victoria Death Index, presumably of a third daughter:

Name: Alberta Louise Hardaker

Death Registration Year: 1938

Father: Albert Hardaker

Mother’s Maiden Name: Lemon (NB)

Reference Number: 4875

Had Albert’s first wife Hanna died and had he remarried to a Miss Lemon? We have failed to find 
such a marriage and it is hardly a likely mistake to confuse Gaunt (or Garnet) with Lemon, so 
something seems to be amiss. 

Yet another daughter was born in Queensland: Lorna Louisa Hardaker, born 11 May 1912, mother 
Hannah Elizabeth Gaunt, Father Albert. Registrations details: 1912/C/3761, Queensland Government
Records.

It was not long after the happy occasion of the wedding reported above that things turned sour for 
Albert. It seems that by this time he was operating a trucking business – see the report below of the 
accident on the Princess Highway. 

The Age Melbourne, 29 March 1941:

COLLISION SEQUEL

£600 Damages Awarded

A jury in the County Court yesterday awarded £600 damages and costs to Albert Geoffrey Warren, of Upor-
Yannathan, in an action be brought against Clifford Edward Peck of Yannathan, Albert Hardaker, of 
Morwell, and Michael J Barbor, of Church-street, Morwell, claiming £1500 damages.

It was alleged in his statement that on July 9 last year a motor car driven by Peck, in which he was a 
passenger, came into collision with a motor truck, which was stationary on the Princess Highway, near 
Morwell. At the time, he said, the motor truck had been left in the highway by Barbor, while acting as the 
servant of Hardaker. He alleged negligence on the part of Peck and Barbor. Plaintiff sustained a fracture of 
the base of the skull, a depressed fracture of the frontal bone and a fracture of the upper and lower jaws.

Both Peck and Barbor denied negligence, and alleged negligence on the part of each other.

Judge Richardson entered judgment against the three defendants for £600 and costs, equivalent to around 
$50 000 in 2015.

It seems Albert had to pay up just for being the owner of the truck! And if Peck and Barbor had few 
assets, Albert may have had to pay the lion’s share of the money. That might be why, apparently, 
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Albert moved interstate, perhaps to Sydney, where he vanished, for in the Melbourne Argus of 
Friday 13 Feb 1948 the following advertisement appeared:

Will Albert Hardaker, formerly of Yallourn and Morwell in the State of Victoria, and of Sydney, in the 
State of New South Wales, or anyone knowing his whereabouts, please communicate with Joan 
Rosanove, Solicitor, 415 Bourke Street, Melbourne. 

Was Albert being pursued for the compensation money, or had he inherited a fortune? We may 
never know.

It seems that Albert later moved to Queensland, perhaps suggesting that he needed to be ‘on the 
move’. All we know for now is that he died in Queensland:

Queensland Government Death Registration: Albert Hardaker

Death date: 15/01/1979

Mother’s name: Louisa Beck

Father/parent’s name: Fred Hardaker

Registration details: 1979/B/93058.

Born in 1889, he was about 90 years old when he died.

John William Liversidge

John William married Florence Gaines at Kirkstall St Stephen in August 1908.  His half-brother Albert,
and Albert’s wife-to-be Hannah Gaunt were witnesses to the marriage.  John William and Florence 
can be found in the 1911 UK census records living at Bramley with a son Horace aged one.  John was 
recorded as a Industrial Insurance Collector.  John, Florence and young Horace evidently came to 
Australia around 1911.  Research by others suggests that the family lived for some time at Singleton 
north of Sydney and had at least two more children.  John died quite young in 1932 aged about 45 
and is buried at Macquarie Park Cemetery and Crematorium, North Ryde, Sydney Australia.  His wife 
Florence was buried with him in 1968.

While it appears that John William travelled to Australia at about the same time as his half-brother 
Albert, there is no evidence that he was in a business arrangement him.

We were also told that Albert’s brother Charles went to Canada, Harry, his grandfather lived and 
died in Rodley, Freddy lived in Pudsey and presumably died there. Walter drowned in the canal by 
the gas works near Calverley Bridge, and Elsie, the only daughter lived in Shipley. We have not 
sought to confirm this information.

Louisa née Beck, wife of Fred, was very inconsistent in reporting where she was born. However, as 
the daughter of a boatman, she was probably born on a canal barge, almost certainly on the Leeds-
Liverpool Canal, and there may have been no certainty as to just where the barge was at the 
moment she was born.3

Generation 8

From the census and other records, it seems that Fred’s father Joseph was born about 1827 at 
Bramley and that his mother was Sarah born around 1833 at Rodley.

3 This canal passes through Idle, where Louisa was living, and through Skipton, where her mother Ann was said 
to have been born.



7

In 1861 it seems that Joseph, reported age 29, and Sarah, 27, husband and wife, were living together
in Rodley Road Bramley with no children. That suggests that they were recently married. 

We cannot be certain but our best guess is that Joseph aged 25, a bachelor, a clothier of Bramley, 
son of Joseph Hardaker, also a clothier, married Sarah Barrett, 22, a spinster of Bramley, daughter of 
John, a wool sorter, on 25 Feb 1856 at Leeds St Peter.

By 1871 Joseph and Sarah were still in Bramley. Their family comprised:

 Fred Hardaker, son aged 9, a scholar, born Rodley c. 1862
 Lillian Hardaker, daughter aged 6, born Rodley c. 1865
 Frances F Hardaker, daughter aged 1, born Bramley c. 1870.

Lillian was presumably the Lily who was a witness at Fred’s marriage.

There were no more children by 1881, so the above three children appear to be the total offspring of
Joseph and Sarah.

Generation 7

The next issue is to identify the birth of Joseph, father or Fred. According to the censuses, he was 
born at either Rodley or (nearby) Bramley. We also know that his father was also called Joseph. 

In 1841 we find the following household in Rodley:

 Joseph Hardaker, c. 40, journeymen clothier, born c. 18014

 Mary Hardaker, c. 40, born c. 1801
 William Hardaker, 15, born c. 1826
 John Hardaker, 15, born c. 1826
 Sarah Hardaker, 15, born c. 1826
 Joseph Hardaker, 11, born c. 1830
 Jonathan Hardaker, 8, born c. 1833
 James Hardaker, 5, born c. 1836
 Hannah Mear, 35, born c. 1806
 Sarah Mear, 6 months, born c. 1841.

There seems to be not much doubt that we have the right Joseph, the son, aged 11 and so the right 
parents. Searching for a record of his birth, we find a record of a baptism at Armley St Bartholomew 
in Oct 1827, parents Joseph and Mary residing Bramley. The discrepancy in birth year between this 
record and later marriage and census records is a little troubling, but certainly not unique for records
around this time.

The family were still in Rodley in 1851. Along with the parents were William, 28, Joseph, 22, John, 18
and James, 18, as well as daughter Sarah Scott, 25, a widow. There was also a grandson Stephen 
Scott aged 2, probably a child of Sarah’s. The boys and their father were all listed as cloth weavers. 
Joseph the father was said to be 52 and born at Horsforth.

We think that Joseph the father married Mary Foster at Leeds St Peter on 7 Jul 1822, he a clothier, 
she a spinster, both ‘of this parish’. 

4 Ages of adults were supposed to be rounded down to the nearest five years in the 1841 Census.
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Generation 6

We believe that this Joseph was the first child of William Hardaker and Margaret Bailey who had 
married at Guiseley St Oswald on 8 Oct 1797. I think they had the following family:

 Joseph b. 1798
 Hannah b. 1799
 William b. 1801, presumed to have died in childhood.
 Mary b. 1803
 Jonathan b. 1805
 Elizabeth b. 1808
 Maria b. 1811
 William b. 1812
 Ann b. 1811.

Generation 5

We think that William, the father of this family, was baptised at Horsforth chapel on 27 Dec 1773, 
son of yet another Joseph. It is probable, but by no means certain, that this is the Joseph Hardaker 
who married Hannah Turner at Leeds St Peter in Feb 1768. The couple had three children that we 
know of, Jonathan b. 1769, Joseph b. 1771 and William b. 1773. The father Joseph died aged 39, 
downed, and presumably the result of an unfortunate accident.

Generation 4

Joseph, the father of William above, was, we think, the Joseph baptised 5 Mar 1743 at Bramley, 
parents Joseph and Esther. Joseph and Esther née Ellis married Apr 1728 at Calverley church. Joseph 
was their fourth child that we know of. Joseph senior left a detailed will dated May 1760 mentioning 
all four of his surviving children. Joseph his son was willed £100, a sizeable amount at that time.

Generations 1 to 3

Joseph and Esther are in our database, available on the Internet, where the Hardaker line is traced 
back to Roger of Rawdon who died in 1667. Others have made guesses but we have not been able to
find a convincing record of the birth or parentage of Roger who died in 1667.
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