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Rachel  Furness  #831 who married  John Hardaker  #189,  the  maker  of  the  locally  famous
‘Salem’ grandfather clocks, reported in various censuses that she was born in Darley, which is a
village in Hampsthwaite parish in the (then) West Riding of Yorkshire.

Several generations of the Furness/Furnish/ Furniss family had lived in Hampsthwaite parish
(none of the following are recorded in the Hardaker one-name study). Two men called John
Furness married there, one to Ruth Brunskel in 1725 and another, perhaps his son, to Mary
Stead in 1758 (IGI M009281). There must  have been an earlier  John for he was baptising
children there from 1694 on:

 William, 1694, probably died 1718

 John, 1695/6

 Jane, 1700 (father’s name recorded as ‘Jo’)

 Christopher, 1704, died 1705

 Thomas, 1707/8

 Jane, 1714/5.

John senior, the father of the above, died in 1743.

Then John junior above must have married Ruth Brunskel and they had:

 John, 1728

 Mary, 1732, may have died in 1755

 Elizabeth, 1734

 Thomas, 1737, probably died 1751

 Martha, 1739/40

 William, 1744

 Jane, 1747.

Ruth the mother  of this  family died a  widow in 1757. A son Joseph, son of  John, whose
baptism seems to be missing, died in 1760.

John born in 1728 may have married Mary Stead in 1758 producing:

 John, 1759

 Joseph, 1761.

This John the father of the above appears to have died in 1765, and Sarah his widow in 1767..

There was also a Matthew, wife’s name not established, who was father of

 Margaret, 1743

 Ann, 1745.

All the above are to be found in IGI batch P009281.

http://hardakerfamily.id.au/getperson.php?personID=I189&tree=tree3
http://hardakerfamily.id.au/getperson.php?personID=I831&tree=tree3


From www.calverley.info we find one other record, a daughter of William of Darley:

 Mary, 1776

Then there is a gap in the records for it is not until the early 1800s that we find more children
being baptised. This time the parents were Joseph and Mary:

 Ann, 1814

 Elizabeth, 1817

 Maria, 1819

 Mary, 1822

 William, 1824 (must have died)

 John, 1826

 William, 1829

 Joseph, 1831.

The above were found in IGI batch C009282.

In 1822 Joseph and Thomas Furniss were both blacksmiths in Darley (Baines's Directory and
Gazetteer Directory of 1822). The 1841 Census shows they both had wives called Mary and
they can be traced in later cenuses.

Unfortunately, none of the above is much help in tracking down Rachel Furness, who was born
about 1780 – from her ages reported in various censuses and at her burial, between 1778 and
1781. That seems to fall in the middle of the apparent gap in the records.

My best guess is that she was the daughter of William, the father of Mary born in 1776. If so,
there it seems likely must have been some other children by that man who are also missing.

 

http://www.calverley.info/

	The Furness Family of Hampsthwaite

