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William Vint was born on 1 November 1768 at the little village of High Thrunton, near Whittingham
in  Northumberland.  The  story  of  his  life  is  described  in  Wright  Watson’s  book  Idlethorp.  By  all
accounts William was a remarkable man. For several  years he led the Airedale Academy in Idle,
which was a facility for training Ministers of the Independent faith. He was highly thought of by his
students, as indicated by one Robert Aspinall, who named his son William Vint Aspinall.1 

William Vint married Sarah Sharp by licence at Calverley St Wilfrid on 17 June 1795. They had 10
children, seven boys and three girls, all recorded, unsurprisingly, at Idle Upper Chapel, where William
was Pastor. Three of the sons went on to become successful quarry owners and stone merchants and
I believe that it was for one of these businesses that my grandfather John Lee Hardaker worked.

One of the daughters of William and Sarah was another Sarah Vint born in 1811, named after her
mother. She married her father’s successor as Minister at Upper Chapel, Rev. Joseph Stringer. They
were married by licence at Calverley St Wilfrid on 13 April 1813. Witnesses at the wedding included
six of Sarah’s brothers!

I have so far only located two children for this couple: William (a.k.a. William John Vint Stringer) born
in 1832 and Sarah J. born in 1835. 

It is William we are interested in. I  believe he married Hannah Hardaker (a.k.a.  Harriet) in 1853,
registered at Bradford (v. 9b p. 255). I have failed to locate a record of the wedding in a church or
chapel to check, but Wright Watson also reported such a marriage. The young couple appear to have
had three children: 

o Sarah J born circa 1854
o Mary A born circa 1856
o Joseph born circa 1860.

I am reasonably sure that Hannah/Harriet, the mother of these children, was the youngest child of
John Hardaker and Mary née Pullan. So, if I have it right, she was my great aunt.

Soon after the birth of Joseph, disaster struck. William died aged only 28. He died on 29 March 1861
at Idle, leaving a will.  The Executrix was his Aunt Jane Vint, not his wife Hannah. It  may be that
Hannah was showing signs of mental illness. In 1861, soon after her husband’s death, she was in the
North  Bierley  Workhouse,  a  widow  aged  32,  a  woollen  cloth  weaver  born  at  Idle.  Why  the
prosperous Vint family had apparently deserted her is unclear. It appears, however, that she was
provided for later.

By 1871 Hannah aged 40, a widow, described as an imbecile, was living at Jowetts Fold, Idle, with her
son Joseph, 11, a scholar. Ten years later, Hannah was 50, a boarder in the home of William and
Elizabeth  Myers  of  Union  Yard  Idle.  She  was  described  as  an  annuitant,  so  evidently  had  been
provided for. She was also described at a lunatic. He son Joseph, 21, was boarding with her. He was
single, a commercial clerk. Hannah was still alive in 1891, still a boarder at the same place, by then
the home of only Elizabeth Myers. There was no Joseph present and nor was there any comment on
Hannah’s mental state. Then by 1901 both Elizabeth Myers and Hannah Stringer were in the home of

1 In a separate paper I have described the life of Dr William Vint Aspinall, nephew of Tabitha Hardaker née
Stansfield, next to whose grave Dr Aspinall is buried in Walcha in New South Wales.
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William and  Lavinia  Wright  of  Albion  Road  Idle.  Elizabeth,  a  widow aged  79,  was  described  as
William’s mother-in-law and Hannah as his aunt. How the latter could be possible is unclear to me.
Both ladies were described as ‘living on own means’, and again there was no suggestion that Hannah
was unwell mentally. However, I wonder if poor Hannah née Hardaker ended up back in the North
Bierley Workhouse, for the death of a Hannah Stringer aged 80 was registered at North Bierley in the
first quarter of 1911, which fits with her recorded date of birth.

Joseph Stringer, son of William and Hannah, I believe married in 1883 to Martha Annie Dibb, the
marriage being registered at Bradford, in the fourth quarter, vol. 9b, p. 303. The couple appear to
have had only two daughters, Clarice born about 1885 and Lilian born some four years later. Joseph
was a coal merchant in Idle. 

While it seems that Joseph had a tough upbringing, having to look after his sick mother, it sees that
the early responsibility did him no harm. He went on to become Bradford Treasurer and Lord Mayor
in 1925. Then Alderman Joseph Stringer Esq., J.P. was admitted to the Role of Honorary Freeman of
the City of Bradford on 5 November 1942, when he would have been aged about 82. I have not
established when he died with any confidence. My best guess is that it was in 1947.

Here is an outline tree showing the main characters in the above story:
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