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In the WYAS Catalogue, Item Bradford GB 202, Catalogue reference number 
15D74/3/15/14 there is a copy of the will of William Atkinson of Moor End House in 
Shipley, dated 7 Jan 1864. The description of the will reads as follows:

Description whereby he appoints his friends Thomas Rhodes of Shipley, grocer, John 
Ives senior of Shipley, builder, and his cousin Samuel Atkinson of the Sun Inn in 
Shipley, inn keeper, executors and trustees of his will, and leaves each of them £25 for
their trouble, and also leaves to John Denby of Bradford, wool stapler, and Thomas 
Slingsby of Windhill Crag, butcher, £50 each. He directs his executors to convert into 
money all his debts, stocks, personal estate, his gas shares and any similar investment 
to be offered first at market price to his brother Thomas Atkinson. He leaves a field 
and croft at Windhill Crag containing about 2 acres, 2 cottages at Windhill to his 
trustees, to be disposed of and the proceeds to form part of his personal estate. He 
directs the balance of his personal estate after the payment of legacies to be applied to 
discharging any charges on his real estate. He leaves to his brother Thomas Atkinson 
all his furniture and farming stock belonging to his homestead called Moor End 
House. To his two aunts Martha Hardaker and Rebecca Butterfield £25 per annum 
payable out of a tenement and premises at Kirkgate in Bradford, called the Brown 
Cow Inn, 2 warehouse behind it, a tenement and dwelling house called Moor End 
House with the homestead, and parcels of land containing about 10 acres, 3 dwelling 
houses nearby at Shipley, 4 cottages, shop and garden on the south side of Saltaire 
Road, Shipley. To his trustees to the use of his brother Thomas, and on his death to the
use of his children, directs that his trustees shall be possessed of any stocks, from the 
sale of any of his real estate to whomsoever would be entitled to the real estate.

Of course, the mention of Martha Hardaker caught my attention.  Martha Butterfield
#1434 married Richard Hardaker #796 at Bradford St Peter on 25 September 1826. I 
think they had three sons, none of whom, sadly, survived to adulthood. In 1851 
Richard 54 and Martha 52 were living at Moor Side, Shipley. The only other person in
the household was Martha’s unmarried sister Rebecca 50. These two women were 
both beneficiaries under the will above, described as aunts of William Atkinson. I 
decided to try to find out how that came to be so.

From his will it is clear that William Atkinson was a man of considerable wealth, 
owning stocks and shares, a small farm and farm house at Shipley and a several 
properties in Shipley and Bradford. He was buried at Shipley St Paul on 22 Jan 1864. 

I believe was bap Bradford St Peter 16 April 1817, son of Samuel and Elizabeth, 
Samuel a farmer (WYAS 40D90/1/2/2). I believe that Elizabeth was Elizabeth 
Butterfield who married William on 1 June 1801 at Bradford St Peter, both OTP 
(WYAS 40D90/1/1/9). 

He had at least three siblings:

 Susannah bap 30 Dec 1807 at Bradford St Peter, daughter of Samuel a farmer 
of Shipley (WYAS 40D90/1/1/10). She was buried at Shipley St Paul on 1 
March 1865 aged 58.



 Samuel bap 1 Apr 1812 at Bradford St Peter, son of Samuel a farmer of 
Shipley (WYAS 40D90/1/1/11). He was buried at Shipley on 24 July 1861 at 
Shipley St Paul, aged 49. (WYAS).

 Thomas, mentioned in William’s will, but whom I have so far failed to find on
the Intetnet.

William’s two aunts, mentioned in his will were Martha Hardaker née Butterfield 
and Rebecca Butterfieldr. I think they were daughters of William Butterfield and 
Rebecca Dibb who married at Bradford St Peter on 26 January 1778, he a wool 
comber and both of Shipley (WYAS 40D90/1/3/2 and 40D90/1/1/7). I may not have 
traced all the children of this couple but did locate the following:

 Elizabeth bap. 28 Dec 1781 at Bradford St Peter, daughter of William (FHL 
Film 990533). I believe that she married Samuel Atkinson as noted above, 
making the her two sisters below William Atkinson’s aunts.

 Martha bap. 29 Mar 1789 at Bradford St Peter, died 25 Feb 1867 aged 77 and
buried at Shipley St Paul. She had married Richard Hardaker in 1826 at 
Bradford St Peter. As far as I know, the couple had only three sons, none of 
whom survived to adulthood.

 Rebecca born 1790, died 7 Aug 1865, buried at Shipley St Paul. Did not 
marry.

So I think I have solved the question of the relationship between the wealthy William 
Atkinson and Martha Hardaker.
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