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Numbers prefixed with a hash (#) sign indicate the ID number of individuals within the
Hardaker One-name Study family tree.

There were at least three William Hardakers living and bringing up families at or near Horsforth 
between about 1774 and 1795.  All three were clothiers for at least part of that period.  This paper 
presents one particular evidence-based theory on which William was father to the various Hardaker 
children baptised at Horsforth or Rawden chapels in the late 1700s and into the early 1800s.

From the 1795 (October) Horsforth Census1 we have two William Hardakers, both married, one 
living in a household of nine, the other living in a household of four, and with around 35 acres of 
land:

This particular census recorded only basic information, but we should be grateful that we have 
anything at all from that time.  We know the name of the head of the household, and whether they 
were, at the time, single, married or widowed.  We know the total population of the household, but 
we know nothing about the relationship of the people in the house, other than the husband and wife.  
Others in the household may well include immediate family members, and children in particular, but 
could include borders, live-in apprentices, servants, or even separate families.  However we have 
quite a number of children born to fathers named William at Horsforth in the period leading up to the
census in 1795, and it seems reasonable to assume that the numbers listed against each household 
include many of these children.  This then suggests that we are looking for one smaller family 
(parents plus at most two children), and one larger family (parents, and up to seven children).

We have three strong candidates for these Williams at Horsforth:

William #167, born about 1720 at Rawdon, father William, mother unknown.  Married Susannah 
Briggs #161 in April 1748. Susannah born about 1723, parents Nathaniel and Hannah. This couple 
are most unlikely to be having children in the immediate lead-up to the census (i.e., from around 
1775) because Susannah would have been well into her 50s. However, various records are available 
telling us that both William and Susannah died after 1795 at Horsforth, so would most likely be 
included in the census records.

William #239, born 1748, christened Sep 1748 at Horsforth, parents John (a labourer) and Sarah. 
Married Hannah Airton #844 in Apr 1774.  Hannah born 1747, christened Mar 1747 at Horsforth, 
father John, a labourer, mother (perhaps) Susanna.  Both recorded as “of Horsforth” in the marriage 
register.

William #117, born 1756, parents Samuel and Mary.  Married Elizabeth Brown #311 in Jun 1780. 
Elizabeth born 1762, father (probably) John.  Again, both recorded as “of Horsforth” in the marriage 
register.

Between 1774 and 1780 (the last two of these marriage dates), we have these children born to a 
William Hardaker in the Horsforth area:

1  http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/YKS/Misc/Transcriptions/WRY/HorsforthCensus1795.html
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William and Hannah seem likely parents for John #1445 and Mary #1446 noting the possible 
connection between these two both baptised on the 26th December.  Margrit #310 is a little more 
doubtful having been baptised at Rawdon, but in her case the father William was recorded as “of 
Horsforth”.  With no other likely candidate for her parents, she remains assigned to William and 
Hannah.

Between 1780 and 1795 we have the following children born to a William Hardaker and baptised at 
Horsforth or Rawdon:

Earlier research has assigned the four children indicated with yellow highlight, and several others 
born after 1795, to William #306 (parents William and Susannah) and Elizabeth Briggs #642 
(parents unknown) who married in July 1786.   All were baptised at Rawdon, mother’s name 
Elizabeth recorded in each case, and William's occupation as a Wool Comber (as opposed to Clothier
for the other Williams) was recorded in the first two cases.  The available evidence strongly suggests 
that this couple were living at Rawdon.

We also have one outlier, that being John baptised 24th November 1793 (green highlight).  Father 
William was recorded as living at Eccleshill, mother's name Elizabeth.  We need to end up with two 
William Hardakers, married, at Horsforth in 1795.  With some confidence, we have William and 
Susannah née Briggs as one of these.  The other is most likely either William married to Hannah née 
Airton, or William married to Elizabeth née Brown.   The appearance of John, mother's name 
Elizabeth, in 1793 presents a neat solution to this particular requirement.  Supposing William and 
Elizabeth née Brown move from Horsforth to Eccleshill sometime prior to John's birth, we now have
two William Hardakers residing at Horsforth.

We still need to determine which of the Horsforth/Rawdon children of William belong to whom.

An analysis of the list above suggests:

 Christopher #1458 and Ann #1457 most likely belong to William and Elizabeth née Brown. 
They were baptised on the same day, and appear next to each other in the register, so it seems 
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highly likely that they belong to the same parents, and may in fact be twins.  They were born 
about a year after the wedding, which fits nicely.  Ann's mother is recorded as Elizabeth 
which makes a strong case for her, and hence most likely Christopher to belong to that 
couple. It appears that at this point the couple are at Rawdon.

 Nancy #312: The time gap between Christopher/Ann and Nancy looks to be around 5-6 
months (although the time between birth and baptism dates can vary considerably), and 
Nancy was again baptised at Christmas time, so we have some evidence supporting her as 
belonging to William and Hannah.

 Elizabeth #313:  We have her mother's name, so she can be assigned to William and Elizabeth
née Brown with some confidence.  Noting that William is now “of Horsforth”.

Next we have the births of what appears to be two sets of twins:

 Sally #314 and William #1982, both baptised on 4 Apr 1784, and next to each other in the 
register.

 William #1984 and Mary #315, both baptised on 11 Sep 1785, and recorded together as 
“children of Willm Hardaker”.

Here we have two Williams born about a year and a half apart. We have no evidence indicating that 
the first William died during that period, so it seems highly unlikely that all four children belong to 
the same parents.  We note that William and Hannah already have a daughter named Mary born in 
1778, and again we have nothing to suggest that this Mary died before 1785, so it therefore seems 
unlikely that second set of twins belong to them.  We therefore assign twins Sally and William to 
William and Hannah, and assign twins William and Mary to William and Elizabeth née Brown with 
moderate confidence.

This takes us to 1785, just prior to the marriage of William and Elizabeth Briggs, making the 
assignment of children to parents somewhat more straight-forward up to this date.  Taking stock at 
this point we have the following theoretical families:

William and Hannah:

William and Elizabeth née Brown:

The dates all seem plausible, and we have no duplicated names.

In Jan 1786, and then also in Jan 1787 we find burial records at Horsforth for two William 
Hardakers, father William, clothier, in both cases. We don't have ages for these two deceased 
Williams; however, the record of the father's name generally indicates that the individual was a child,
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so it seems that both families lost a son William around this time.

In July 1787 and in October 1794 we find burial records at Horsforth for two Marys, daughter of 
William Hardakers, clothier in both cases.  As with the two William's, the age of these two is 
uncertain, but again it is likely they were children, so we surmise that both families lost a daughter 
Mary.

We have five as-yet unassigned children (baptised Horsforth, father William), these being Samuel 
#317 (bapt. 1787), Hannah #318 (bapt. 1788), Susanna #319 (bapt. 1791), Sarah #320 (bapt. 1793), 
and Elizabeth #1983 (bapt. 1795).  We suspect that William and Elizabeth née Brown moved to 
Eccleshill prior to the birth of John in November 1793 and from that time seem to have used Rawdon
Chapel quite consistently for family baptisms and burials.  This then suggests that Sarah (bapt. Sept 
1793 at Horsforth) and Elizabeth (bapt. Oct 1795 at Horsforth) belong to William and Hannah.  We 
also note that Sarah was baptised just two months before John, making it somewhat unlikely that she 
belongs to the same parents as him.  This does create a problem in that we now have a Sally and a 
Sarah (two forms of the same name) assigned to William and Hannah.  It may be that they did not 
know (or care) that this was the case, or perhaps Sally bapt. 1784 had died before the birth of Sarah 
in 1793.  Or we have Sarah assigned incorrectly.  This is one of many 50/50 decisions that arise when
undertaking this kind of research.  In relation to Elizabeth, we note that William and Elizabeth née 
Brown already have a daughter named Elizabeth, making it unlikely that the one baptised 1795 
belongs to them.   Hannah née Airton would have been around 47/48 when Elizabeth was born - 
unusual, but not impossible.

This leaves us with three children baptised at Horsforth, Samuel, Hannah and Susanna, not assigned 
to parents. To progress this, we need to look more closely at children born/baptised to a father named
William residing at Eccleshill.

A non-exhaustive search of the records between the mid 1700s to around 1810 turns up several 
children born to a William Hardaker of Eccleshill (including John from the main table on page 2) at 
around this time:

In addition to the above birth/baptisms, we have burial records for a William Hardaker of Eccleshill 
buried at Rawdon in August 1799, and also Hannah, daughter of Elizabeth Hardaker (presumably a 
widow) of Eccleshill, buried at Rawdon in November 1801.

Collectively, this suggests that William and Elizabeth née Brown were not the parents of the last two 
on this list (William having died in 1799).  We can therefore conclude that there was another William
Hardaker at Eccleshill having children around this time, and given that, it seems unlikely that Betty 
born 1799 belongs to William and Elizabeth née Brown either (also, Betty is a form of Elizabeth, and
the couple already have a child of this name).

An extensive investigation into Susy, bapt. November 1786, has determined that it is probable that 
she is the daughter and first child of William and Elizabeth Briggs2.

2  See http://hardakerfamily.id.au/histories/Research_on_Susy_Hardaker_born_1786_at_Eccleshill.pdf
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The additional information about William of Eccleshill does help resolve things slightly.  If Hannah 
baptised Oct 1797 at Rawdon Chapel belongs to William and Elizabeth née Brown (which seems 
fairly probable), then Hannah baptised Oct 1788 at Horsforth is unlikely to be theirs (unless this 
earlier Hannah died as a child, and we have no data to support this). On that basis, we assign Hannah 
baptised Oct 1788 to William and Hannah.

Taking stock of which children we have assigned to which parents, we have:

William and Hannah:

William and Elizabeth née Brown:

For the remaining two unassigned children (Samuel and Susanna), we have no concrete information 
that allows them to be allocated to either set of parents.  If we turn to the family names for possible 
clues, it is possible that Hannah Airton's mother's name was Susanna, and on that basis only, and with
low confidence, we assign Susanna to William and Hannah.  Samuel is rather more complicated.  
The father of William married to Elizabeth Brown was, we believe, named Samuel, suggesting that 
perhaps Samuel belongs to this couple.  Allocating both Samuel and Susanna to William and Hannah 
would create a small problem in that the size of the theoretical family (alive) in 1795 for the 
Horsforth census is then 11, although it is entirely possible that the older children may have left 
home by this time, and we cannot be certain whether the youngest, Elizabeth (bapt. Oct 1795) was 
alive at the time the census was taken.  Taking all this into account, we allocate Samuel to William 
and Elizabeth née Brown with low confidence (see addendum below).

The final family make-up for William and Hannah née Airton is now:

The family make-up for William and Elizabeth née Brown, assumed to have moved to Eccleshill 
some time between 1783 and 1793:
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For completeness, below is the full list of children attributed to William and Elizabeth née Briggs, 
thought to be living at Rawdon:

For the 1795 Horsforth census, we now have William and Susannah née Briggs, living at a farm 
(quite possibly ‘Scotland’) of around 35 acres, most likely with a couple of their grown-up children. 
And William and Hannah née Airton at Horsforth with their large family.  As a final outcome, we 
have a family of 10 (rather than the 9 recorded in the census) for them, however both John and 
Margrit would both have been old enough to have left home by 1795.

I acknowledge that there is some doubt around this hypothesis, but like any such theory, it should 
stand until an alternative that fits the facts better is put forward.

Addendum

With Samuel bapt. 1787 allocated to William and Elizabeth née Brown, a subsequent examination of 
the resulting family turns up something of interest.  Samuel and his older brother Christopher have 
apparently both married women named Jennings a few years apart.  Christopher married Ellen 
Jennings in 1807, and the person that we believe to be Samuel bapt. 1787 at Horsforth (regardless of 
his true parentage) married Nancy Jennings in 1810.  Both marriages were recorded at Bradford St 
Peter.  The relative rarity of the name Christopher allows us to be very confident that the Christopher 
who married Ellen Jennings was Christopher bapt. 1781 at Rawdon Chapel, and we have a good 
level of confidence that he belongs to William and Elizabeth née Brown.  We are rather less certain 
that Samuel who married Nancy Jennings is the Samuel bapt. 1787 at Horsforth (see “Research on 
Families of Samuel Hardakers born 1780-1790”3), but this is our best theory based on the available 
information.  Interestingly, if this is Samuel bapt. 1787 son of William and (we assume) Elizabeth 
Brown, he gives his place of birth as Idle.  Idle and Eccleshill are adjoining suburban areas of 
Bradford.

Efforts to find a family connection between Ellen and Nancy have so far turned up nothing 
conclusive, so this could be nothing more than a coincidence.  We have come across a number of 
multiple marriages between two (apparently close) families in our research, so the two female 
Jennings we find here, if they are related, does add a very small amount of additional weight to the 

3 http://hardakerfamily.id.au/histories/Research_on_Families_of_Samuel_Hardakers_born_1780-1790.pdf
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case for Samuel to be the son of William and Elizabeth née Brown.

Updates

March 2017:  Susy born 1786 at Eccleshill now attributed to William and Elizabeth Briggs.  See 
separate research paper on this matter.
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